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ACUTE CONDITIONS 

INCIDENCE AND ASSOCIATED DISABILITY 
SUMMARY 
About 438 million acute conditions involving 
either activity restriction or medical attention had 
their onset during the year, July 1957-June 1958, 
in the United States. This represents an average 
of 2.6 conditigns per person per year. The inci- 
dence rate (2.7) among females was slightly higher 
than the rate (2.5) for males. 
The acute condition incidence rates in the year 
were highest in the youngest age groups and de- 
creased progressively in each older age group. 
The rates ranged from 4.0 'conditions per child 
under 5to only 1.6 conditions per person 65 years 
or  over. 
Respiratory conditions dominated the acute 
condition incidence picture, accounting for 65 per- 
cent of all tabulated (activity restricting or  medi- 
cally attended) conditions. Since the Asian influ-
enza epidemic this year had a significant effect on 
the incidence of respiratory conditions, it should 
not be assumed that respiratory conditions typi- 
cally represent such a high proportion of acute 
conditions. 
Acute condition incidence rates for females 
exceeded those for males in all condition groups 
except injuries, where the situation was reversed. 
Of all acute conditions tabulated, 344 million, 
or  78.5percent. involved one or more days of re-
stricted activity, and 272 million, or  62.1 percent, 
were medically attended. Bed-disability days were 
involved in 230 million cases, 52.6 percent of the 
total. 
The numbers and rates of disability days of 
various types (restricted-activity days, bed-disa-
bility days, work-loss days, and school-loss days) 
that resulted from acute conditions provide some 
measure of the cost of these conditions to the in- 
dividual and the Nation. Respiratory conditions 
alone caused 1,172 million days  of restricted ac- 
tivity. Of these, 593 million were days of be^ 
disability, 219 million were days lost from wcrk, 
and 196 million were days lost from school. 
T h i s  r e p o r t  was prepared  by Robert  R .  Fi ichsberg 
o f  t h e  U. S .  N a t i o n a l  U e a l t h  Survey s t a f f .  
SOURCE OF DATA 
The data presented in this report are derived 
from household interviews obtained in a contin-
uous probability sample of the civilian noninsti- 
tutional population of the United States during the 
period, July 1, 1957 through June 28. 1958. Inter- 
views were conducted in approximately 36,000 
households comprising 115.000 persons. 
A description of the survey design, methods 
used in estimation, and the general qualifications 
of the data is presented in Appendix I. Particular 
attention is called to information contained in the 
section entitled Reliability of estimates in Ap- 
pendix 1. The data in all of the cells in the tables 
that follow are  subject to errors  of sampling, i.e., 
errors resulting from'  the use of a sample of 
households instead of all of the households in the 
United States. The sampling errors  for most of 
the estimates presented are of relatively low 
magnitude. However, where an estimated number 
or the numerator or denominator ofa rate or  per-
cent is small, the sampling e r ro r  may be high. 
Such estimates, therefore, must be interpreted 
with caution. 
Definitions of certain terms used in this re-
port are presented in Appendix 11. Many of the 
terms have specialized technical meanings for the 
purposes of this survey, andfamiliarity withthese ' 
definitions is necessary for the interpretation of 
the findings presented. For example: an acute con- 
dition in this survey is generally defined as a 
condition which has lasted lessthan three months. 
However, certain conditions (e.g., asthma, heart 
trouble, diabetes, cerebral palsy, missing leg, 
etc.), which are  usually classified aschronic, are 
excluded even though the condition had its onset 
within three months. Minor acute conditions, in- 
volving neither days of restricted activity nor 
medical attendance have been excluded from all 
tabulations 
The data in this report on the incidence of 
acute conditions and days of disability that re-
sulted from these conditions are based onre-  
sponses to the questions shown below fromthe 
household-interview questionnaire. 
The following illness-recall questions are 
designed to elicit information on the presence of 
I 
illnesses or  injuries in the household. The time fore”) was selected as a comparatively short in- 
period referred toin each illness-recall question terval in order to minimize errors  of memory on 
for acute conditions (“last week or the week be- the part of the respondent. 
W are ioterested i o  all kinds of illness. .bether seriws or not -- 0 yes  aNO 
11. Were y m  si& at soy t ime WST OB ME 
(a) lbat w a s  the matter? 
(b) -thing else? 
0Yes 0 NO12 Last  we& or the w e e k  before did yon bave py accidents or injuries. either at 
hole or am from bae? 
(E) mat .ere tbw? 
(b) Anything else? I 
0 Ye3 o.o13 tad we& or tL..ccp before did yo00 feel y 111 .I(ktm Im - ar l i er  
sccidet or injory? 
(a) lbpt were tbese effects? 
(b) Anythiog else? 
14. Lost we& or me week before did yon We 4 .did- or treabmt for 4 0 yea c3 no 
d t i m  (barides ....bid yoo to ld  .e abont)? 
(a) For &at amditims? . (b) Anything else? 
For each illness or  injury condition that is pertinent to this report is included below. The 
reported in response to the illness-recall ques- illustration shows only one line of the table but 
tions an entry is made in questionnaire table I. the actual questionnaire hasspace for the record- 
That part of table I of the questionnaire that is ing of additional illnesses as needed. 
Portion of Questionnaire Table I 
mat did the doetor sqg it 
mas? -- did he use ~ I J  If an impairment or Symptom. ask: mat kind of ...trwble is i t?  mat part of the affected? 
medical tens? 
( I f  doc to r  not  t a lked  t o  -
’W0.” i n  c o l .  ( c ) - record 
respondent’s d e s c r i p t i o n )  
( I f  i l l - e f f e c t s  of b a r i i e r  
acc iden t  i l so  f i l l  Table  A )  
in (d- l )  circle 
”” 
b a t  .p8 the cause of 
( I f  cause is a l r eady  
( I f  kind of t roub le  
a l r e a d y  en te red  i n  col .  
(d-1). c i r c l e  -X” with-
out  a sk ing  t h e  quest ion)  
( I f  Dart of body can be 
de t e r8 ined  from e n t r i e s  
i n  co l s .  (d-1) through 
(d-4), c i r c l e  TX”wi thou t  
a sk ing  t h e  ques t ion )  
‘Or an accident Or In ju ry
occur r ing  du r ing  p a s t  2 
weeks. ask: 
( I f  acc iden t  or i n ju ry .
f i l l  Table  A )  
mat part  of the bo@ w a s  
hrt? lbpt hind of injnry 
was it? Wthing else? 
(Also. f i l l  Table A) 
(d-4) 
X X 
2 ReLs or 
time? 
( I f  du r ing  past 
-ms O y e s  -ms 0 - t  O w f o r e  
Or 2 .hs.or 0WeekOays none =NO oNme before 
2 
INCIDENCE OF ACUTE CONDITIONS 
Detailed tables 1-12 present national esti-
mates of the incidence of acute conditions that 
resulted in either one or  more days of activity
restriction or medical attention, or  both, during 
the 12-month period ending June 1958. The quar-
terly and annual estimates shown are classified 
by sex, age, and condition.group. 
Acute conditions- having their onset in this 
12-month period totaled 437,886,000, or  an average 
of 2.6 conditions per person. The rate (2.5) for 
males was slightly lower than the rate (2.7) for 
females. 
The highest acute condition incidence rate was 
experienced by the youngest age group. Children 
under 5 years of age averaged 4.0 conditions per 
year. Each older age group experienced a pro- 
gressively lower incidence rate. Females ex-
perienced a higher acute condition incidence rate 
than males in all but the under 5 age group (ta-
ble A). 
Table A. Incidence of acute conditions 

per person per year by sex and age: 




















The seasonal variation in new cases of acute 
conditions isquite marked. Since this was an atyp-
ical year, characterized by an epidemic of major 
proportions, these seasonal fluctuations cannot be 
regarded as representative of the general pattern 
for the incidenceofacute conditions. The incidence 
of Asian influenza became significant.in mid-Au- 
gust, rose toapeak in mid-October, and then sub-
sided, first rapidly and then more slowly, during 
the winter and early spring. The epidemic there- 
fore is reflected to some extent in the data shown 
for the July-September quarter, to a much great- 
er extent in data for the October-December quar- 
ter,and toa lesser extent in data for the January-
March 1958 quarter. Fully 36 percent of all acute 
condition casesstarted during thelast three months 
of 1957, when the epidemic reached its.peak (fig. 1). 




Figure  1 .  I n c i d e n c e  of a c u t e  conditions by quar-
t e r .  
ACUTE CONDITIONS 

BY CONDITION GROUP 

Of all cases of acute conditions in the year,
65 percent involved diseases of the respiratory 
system. Diseases of the upper respiratory tract, 
such a s  the common cold, acute sinusitis, pharyn- 
gitis, tonsillitis, laryngitis, and tracheitis, etc., 
comprise a large segment of the respiratory con- 
dition group. Thissegment alone contributed about 
one third (35.1 percent) of all the cases of acute 
conditions shown in table B. 
The other respiratory conditions group in-
clude influenza, pneumonia, bronchitis, pleurisy, 
etc. This group, the second largest, contains 
130,930,000cases. or 29.9 percent of the total acute 
condition cases. Since the survey responses are 
gathered in household interviews from individual 
and family respondents and include the unattended 
a s  well as the medically attended cases, it is felt 
that precise diagnostic data a re  not obtained. For 
this reason, it was not considered desirable to 
show the number of cases for specific diseases, 
such a s  influenza, in this report.
Tables 5 and 8 contain incidence rates 'by con- 
dition group. These rates a r e  computedper 100 
persons per year. Of the 260.1 acute conditions 
per 100 persons, 169.0 were respiratory condi- 
tions. The remainder, 91.1 acute conditions per
100 persons, includes infectious and parasitic
diseases, digestive system conditions, injuries, 
3 '  
Table B. Annual incidence of acute 
conditions by condition group: 
United ..States, Ju ly  1957-June 
1958 
Condition group Number Percent 
Total  con- 
di t ions- 437,886,000 100.o 
Infect ious and 

p a r a s i t i c  dis-  

eases--------- 38,609,000 8.8 
Upper respira-  
to ry  condi- 
tions--------- 153,596,000 35.1 
O t h e r  respira-
tory  condi- 
tions--------- 130,930,000 29.9 
Digestive sys-
tem condi-
tions--------- 24,023,000 5.5 
Injuries-------- 47,604,000 10.9 
A l l  other acute 
conditions---- 43,102,000 9.8 
and all other acute conditions. Of these latter 
groups, the highest rate was recorded for in- 
juries. Tbeincidence rate for this group, 28.3, was  
onlyonesixthofthe rate for the respiratory group. 
The rates for females exceeded those for males, 
except for  the injury group (table C ) .  
The strong seasonal movement of the incidence 
rate for total acute conditions is completely dom- 
T a b l e  C. Annual incidence of acute condi- 
tions per 100 persons according t o  sex 
and condition group, United S ta tes ,  
Ju ly  1957-June 1958-
= 
Condition group 	 Female  
Total  con- 
dit ions-- 272.0 
Infect ious and 

p a r a s i t i c  dis-  

eases---------- 22.9 21.8 24.0 
Respiratory con-
ditions--- - - - -- 169 .O 158.0 179.4 
Digestive system 
conditions----- 14.3 13.2 15.3 
Injuries--------- 28.3 33.9 22.9 
A l l  other acute 
conditions- ---- 25.6 20.5 30.4 
inated by the respiratory condition group. In fig-
ure  2, the similarity in the pattern of the total 
acute conditions curve and the respiratory condition 
curve may be noted, the only apparent difference 
being that of level. 
Incidence of Acute Conditions 
4001 I I I 
July-Sept. 0ct.-Dec. Jan.-Mar. Apr.-June 
1957- -1958-
OUARTER 
i i g u r e  2 .  	I n c i d e n c e  of a c u t e  c o n d i t i o n s  p e r  100 
p e r s o n s  p e r  y e a r  by q u a r t e r .  
All cases reported ifi the survey as  influenza 
or Asian influenza, which met criteria for inclu- 
sion in the tabulations (Le., either medically at- 
tended or activity restricting or  both), were in-
cluded in the other respiratory conditions group. 
However, cases of Asian influenza may have been 
reported by respondents in terms of the respira- 
tory symptoms. Such cases could have been in- 
cluded in the upper respiratory conditions group 
depending upon the respondent's description. The 
reverse effect may also have occurred. During a 
major epidemic, people have a tendency to attrib- 
ute miscellaneous illnesses of a similar nature 
to the epidemic condition, particularly when no 
physician has been in attendance. For tbis reason 
the total respiratory condition group composed of 
both the upper respiratory conditions and other 
respiratory conditions may give a more reliable 
measure of the impact of the epidemic. 
INCIDENCE OF CONDITION GROUP 
BY AGE 
The incidence of acute conditions according 
to sex, age, and condition group is shown in tables 
4 
6-8. The age group under 5 has the highest total 
acute condition incidence rate, 403.9 conditions 
per 100 persons per year. These children under 
5 years of age registered the highest incidence 
rates in the following condition groups: infectious 
and parasitic diseases, respiratory conditions, and 
digestive system conditions. The injury incidence 
rate ranged from 23.6 per 100 persons per year  
for people over 65 years of age to 35.8 for per- 
sons aged 15-24. 
INCIDENCE OF ACUTE CONDITIONS 
ACCORDING TO SEVERITY CRITERIA 
A s  has been pointed out, all incidence tables 
in this report exclude conditions which did Rot re-
sult in either restricted activity or  medical atten- 
tion. This has the effect of limiting the acute con- 
dition incidence data to those conditions which 
bother people sufficiently to caiise them to take 
some action. For the acute condition statistics 
presented, the data have been classifisd according 
to various severity criteria, singly and in com- 
binations, in tables 9-11. 
Of the total of 437,886,000 activity-restricting 
or medically attended acute conditions starting in 
the 12-month period from July 1957-June 1958, 
343,682,000, or  78.5 percent, involved one or more 
days of restricted activity. A day of restricted 
activity isa day when aperson has had to cut down 
onhisusual activities for at least the whole of one 
day on account of an illness or an injury. 
Another measure of severity, shown in these 
tables, is medical attention. Gf all tabulated acute 
conditions which started in the year, 62 percent 
were medically attended. About two thirds of these 
medically attended cases also involved days of re-
stricted activity. Acute condition cases requiring 
one or moredays in bed totaled 230,374,000, which 
represented 52.6 percent of all tabulated acute 
conditions having their onset during the year. 
The proportion of activity-restricting con-
ditions, which were medically attended, is shown 
in table 12 by condition group and sex. About 52 
percent of all activity-restricting cases were 
medically attended. There was, however, con-
siderable variation in the proportion of medically 
attended cases depending on the condition group. 
The category showing the largest proportion of 
medically attended cases was open wounds and 
lacerations. Over 80 percent of these cases were 
medically attended. The proportion of mec$cally 
attended casesin the remainder of the injury groups 
ranged between 60 and 70 percent. The smallest 
percentage of medically attended cases was re-
corded in the upper respiratory conditions group 
in which only 41 percent of the tabulated cases 
were medically attended. 
In certain condition groups, males and females 
differed considerably in the percentage of activ-
ity-restricting cases which were medically attend- 
ed. The largest difference was noted in the frac-
tures, dislocations, sprains, and strains group 
in which 74.0 percent of the cases for males were 
medically attended. The corresponding percentage 
for females was only 65.1. Other condition groups 
showing sex differences in the proportion of medi- 
cally attended cases among conditions causing re-
stricted activity were  infectious and parasitic dis-
eases in which females showed a larger proportion 
and the other current injuries group in which males 
showed the larger proportion. 
DAYS OF DISABILITY ASSOCIATED 

WITH ACUTE CONDITIONS 

A measure of the social and ecoEomic cost of 
these acute conditions will be found in tables 13-26. 
In these tables, data are  presented on the days of 
disability attributable to acute conditions. Statis- 
tics relating to the days of disability presented 
a re  of four types: restricted-activity days, bed- 
disability days, work-loss days, and school-loss 
days. By definition, "restricted-activity day" is 
the broadest and therefore most inclusive meas- 
u r e  of disability. A restricted-activity day is a 
day when a person has had to cut down on his usual 
activities for the whole of the day because of an 
illness or  an injury. If this person was 17 years 
of age or  over and would have been working on this 
dayhad he not been ill or injured, this restricted- 
activity day was also a work-loss day. If, on the 
other hand, the person was a child, 6-16 years of 
age, and would have been going to school on the 
restricted-activity day, had he not been ill or in- 
jured, this day would also be counted a s  a school- 
loss day. A restricted-activity day is also a bed- 
disability day if the illness or injury kept the per- 
son in bed all or most of the day. 
The information on days of disability, shown 
in this report, is recorded in the survey question- 
naire on a condition basis, That is, the respondent 
isasked how many days of each class of disability 
(Le., restricted activity, bed disability, work loss, 
o r  school loss) were associated with each condi- 
tion reported. When added up for conditions of a 
particular type these days represent the total cost 
in terms of disability for conditions of that type. 
However, since any particular day of disability 
may be associated with more than one condition 
the sum of days for all conditions adds to more- 
than the total number of days of disability experi- 
enced. IC is therefore suggested that the totals of 
days for all conditions shown in the detailed tables 




BY CONDITION GROUP 

A total of 1,172,000,000 days of restricted 
activity were associated with acute respiratory 
conditions during the year. Respiratory conditions, 
therefore, gave rise to an average of about seven 
days of restricted activity per person in the popu- 
lation. Tables 13and 14 contain frequencies and 
rates of restricted activity by sex, condition group, 
and quarter. Both the frequencies and rates for 
the groups shown indicate that, except for injuries, 
females experienced more days of restricted ac- 
tivity than males. Compared with the 246,900,000 
restricted-activity days due to injuries, the 
190,300,000 days due to infectious and parasitic 
diseases, and the days associated with each of the 
other groups, the volume of disability from respira- 
tory conditions is very high. However, it must be 
borne in mind that the year was by no means a 
typical one from the standpoint of respiratory 
diseases. 
In tables 15 and 16, the distribution of days of 
restricted activity by condition group, sex, and 
age is shown. The highest rates of restricted ac- 
tivity for both the infectious and parasitic and the 
respiratory condition groups were reported for 
children, 5-14 years of age. These children aver- 
aged 9.7 days for respiratory conditions and 2.7 
days, for infectious and parasitic diseases. Older 
people, in the 65+ age group, reported the highest 
average number of restricted-activity days in the 
year for both the injury group (2.9) and the diges- 
tive system group (0.9). 
BED-DISABILITY DAYS 

BY CONDITION GROUP 

The morbidity conditions which were respon-
sible for the greatest number of bed-disability 
dayswere respiratory, with about 593 million bed- 
days; and infectious and parasitic, with about 90 
million bed-days. The bed-days due to respira- 
tory conditions were primarily concentrated in 
the period from October 1957-March 1958. The 
seasonal pattern for infectious and parasitic dis-
eases appeared to consist of two levels. In each of 
the quarters from July-December 1957 there 
were approximately 15million bed-days. In each 
of the other two quarters, there were about twice 
a s  many bed-days (over 29 million) due to infec- 
tious and parasitic diseases. 
The bed-day rates for females during the 
year were greater than the rates for males in all but 
the injury group where the rates wereabout equal. 
To obtain a measure of the bed-disability days 
associated with the average acute condition case 
in each of the five condition groups the bed-day 
totals were divided by the incidence data shown 
in table 3. The number of bed-disability days per 
acute condition by condition group and sex is shown 
in table D. All  tabulated cases of acute conditions 
a re  used in the denominator for these rates, and it 
should be noted that the cases include many for 
which the person was not confined to bed at all. 
Exclusion of such cases would' roughly double the 
averages shown in the table. 
Table D. Number of bed-disabling days per 
acute condit ion according to  sex and 
condition group: United S ta tes ,  July 
1957-June 1958 
Condition group Both Male FemaleI I I
sexes 
I I I 
I I I 
Infect ious  and 
paras i t i c  d i s -  
eases---------- 2 . 3  2 .2  2 .4  
Respiratory con-
ditions-------- 2 .1  2.0 2 . 1  
Digest ive system 
conditions- ---- 1 1.4 1.1 1 .6  
InjUTies- -------- 1 . 5  1 . 3  1 .9  
A l l  other acute 
conditions----- 2 .0  1 . 3  2 .4  
Infectious and parasitic diseases required 
the longest average bed-stay per case, 2.3 days,
compared with 2.1 for respiratory conditions; 
about 1%days each for the digestive system and 
the injury group; and 2 days for all other acute 
conditions. The average bed-stay for females was 
greater than for males in each condition group. 
The all other acute conditions group showed the 
largest sex difference with females averaging 2.4 
bed-days per condition compared with 1.3 for 
males. 
BED-DAYS BY CONDITION GROUP 
BY AGE 
Bed-disability rates per 100 persons per yea r  
by condition group vary considerably with age. 
The pattern of these rates for the infectious and 
parasitic and the respiratory condition groups is 
shown in figures 3 and 4. 
The highest rate (125.7) of bed-days per 100 
persons for both the infectious and parasitic group 
and 531.8 for the respiratory group was experienced 
by children, 5-14 years of age. The age group re-
porting the lowest rate (259.8) of bed-stay due to 
respiratory conditions was the 25-44 group. As 
expected, people over 65 recorded the lowest rate 
(9.7) of bed-days for the infectious and parasitic 
diseases group. 
Infectious and Parasitic Respiratory 
6o02 

A G E  
F i g u r e  3 .  Number o f  b e d - d i s a b i l i t y  d a y s  a s s o c i -  
a t e d  w i t h  i n f e c t i o u s  and p a r a s i t i c  d i s e a s e s  p e r  
100 p e r s o n s  p e r  y e a r  by a g e .  
Each of the other condition groups shows a 
similar wide range in rates by age. The bed-day 
rates per 100 persons in the digestive condition 
group,for example, range from 11.6 for persons 
25-44 years of age to 37.3 for children under 5. 
Theunder 5group, on the other hand, had the low-
est bed-day rates (9.9) in the injury group. The 
rate for bed-days due to injuries reached its peak
(103.4) in the group over 65. 
WORK-LOSS DAYS 

BY CONDITION GROUP 

Ameasure of the relation of each group of acute 
conditions to the economy of the Nation can be 
obtained from tables 21-24, which deal with work-
loss days. 
There were more than 219 million days lost 
from work due to acute respiratory conditions in 
the 12-month period from July 1957-June 1958. 
Again, it must be emphasized that the Asian in- 
fluenza epidemic thisyea r  was largely responsible 
for this high figure. About one halfof the work- 
loss days associated with respiratory conditions 
in the year were experienced during the October- 
December 1957 quarter, when the influenza epi- 
demic reached its peak. 
A day is included in the work-loss day sta-
tistics only if the person would have been going to 
work at a job or  business that day, but instead lost 
A G E  
' F i g u r e  4 .  Number o f  b e d - d i s a b i l i t y  d a y s  a s s o c i -  
a t e d  w i t h  r e s p i r a t o r y  c o n d i t i o n s  p e r  100 p e r -
sons p e r  y e a r  by age. 
the entire workday because of an illness or an in- 
jury; In tables 22 and 24 rates of work-loss days 
per 100 persons "usually working" are presented.
The population figures used in computing these 
rates are based on data obtained in this survey in 
answer to a question on the major activity of each 
person, 6 years old or  over. The "majortt activity 
isthe one at which the person spent the most time 
during the 12-month period prior to the week of 
interview. Persons in this "usually working" pop- 
ulation are  those who specified that their major 
activity was working. 
Since estimates of the "usually working" pop- 
ulation are  obtained from the survey, their use in 
work-loss-rate computation permits rates to be 
obtained for any subgroup of the population de- 
fined in the survey, e.g., rural farm, special age 
groups, etc. However, the "usually working'' pop- 
ulation, based a s  it is on the activity of each per- 
son over a12-month period, does not reflect changes 
in the population of employed persons during the 
year, nor does it take into account part-time or  
occasional employment. Yet, days lost from work 
by the part-time or occasional workers would be 
included in the numerator for these work-loss 
rates. Hence, rates based on the "usually working" 
population must be considered to be approxima-
tions only. The age groups for which the rates are 
least reliable are  17-24 years  and 65 years and 
over, since it is in these ages that part-time and 
occasional employment a r e  most common relative 
to total employment. 
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Work-loss rates per year per 100 persons 
"usually working" were  considerably higher for 
females in four of the five condition groups shown. 
The injury group was the only one in which the 
work-loss rate for males was greater. Men are 
generally employed in the more hazardous occupa- 
tions and in jobs requiring greater physical labor, 
and, therefore, injury rates among males are  com- 
monly found to be higher than rates among females. 
In table 22 the total annual rate of work-loss days 
per 100 persons "usually working" indikates that 
males reported work-loss days due to injuries at  
a rate of 120.6 and females, 96.2. 
In examining work-loss rates on a quarterly 
basis in figure 5, some dissimilarity in seasonal 
patterns for the five condition groups shown is 
noticed. The infectious and parasitic group was at 
i ts  highest level in the July-September. quarter. 
The rate dropped about 32 percent in the next quar- 
ter then rose again in the January-March quarter 
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only to drop to the lowest rate (27.5) in the year
in the spring of 1958. The greatest range in the 
annual work-loss rates per 100 persons "usually 
working" was found in the respiratory condition 
group. The rate was lowest (110.5) in the July-
September period and rose spectacularly in the 
next three months to the highest rate (728.3)for 
any condition group shown. This rate declined in 
the next six months to a level 40 percent above 
the low summer rate. The pattern of work-loss 
rates due to digestive conditions was quite similar 
to that of the infectious and parasitic conditions. 
In the July-September period the rate (36.0) was 
highest. The October-December quarter showed 
a marked drop to a level equal to about half of the 
summer rate (17.4). The work-loss rate associated 
with digestive conditions continued near this lower 
level for the remainder of the year. The injury 
and the all other conditions groups exhibited simi- 
lar seasonal work-loss rate patterns. That is, 
peak rates were recorded for both quarters in the 
July-December period of 1957 followed by de- 
creasing rates for the next six months with the 
April-June quarter having the lowest rate of work 
loss in the year.
For avariety of reasons the seasonal changes 
showing up in the statistics for the year, July 1957-
June 1958,may not be typical, and it will be nec-
essary tocollect data from the survey for several 
more years before any normal pattern of seasonal 
variation begins toemerge for indices such a s  the 
days lost from work. 
The annual work-loss rates, shown by age 
group in table 24, indicate that the age groups 
17-24 and 65+experienced considerably higher
rates than the other two age groups shown. While 
the use of the "usually working" population a s  a 
denominator may tend to inflate the rates for these 
age groups, it is likely that rates for the youngest 
and oldest age groups would still be relatively high 
if they had been computed on the basis of the pop-
ulation employed at the time of the interview. 
SCHOOL-LOSS DAYS 

BY CONDITION GROUP 

Data on days lost from school due to acute 
conditions are  given in tables 25 and 26. A day 
is included as  a school-loss day only if the child 
would have been going to school that day but in- 
stead lost the entire school day because of an 
illness or an injury. School-loss days a r e  deter- 
mined only for yhildren, 6-16years of age.
Since most of the July-September quarter per- 
tains to the school summer vacation period, the 
frequencies and rates shown for this three-month 
period a re  extremely low. Sampling errors  for 
figures of this magnitude arequite high and there- 
fore data for this period should be used with spe- 
cial caution. 
The annual number of school-loss days for 
girls was greater than that for boys in each con- 
dition group, except injuries. In view 'of the dif-
ference in the physical demands of the recreation- 
al activities undertaken by boys and girls, it is not 
surprising that males lost 8,400,000 days from 
school due to injuries, compared with only 4.500,OOO 
for females. 
By far, the greatest number of school-loss 
days was associated with the respiratory condi- 
tion group. This group alone accounted for 196 
million school-loss days, about 4% times a s  many 
days as the next largest group, infectious and par- 
asitic conditions. The school-loss days due to in- 
fectious and parasitic conditions amounted to 43 
million. This condition group includes such com- 
mon childhood diseasesasmeasles, mumps, chick- 
enpox, whooping cough, scarlet fever, etc. 
About 64percent of the school-loss days due 
to respiratory conditions occurred in the October- 
December period, the peak of the Asian influenza 
epidemic. Thegreatest number of school-loss days
due to infectious and parasitic conditions was ex-
perienced during the April- June quarter. Twenty- 
one million days, or  48 percent of the total annual 
daysdue to infectious and parasitic diseases, were 
reported for this three-month period. 
Rates of school-loss days per 100children, 6-
16 years oflage, a r e  given in table 26. The rate 
associated with respiratory conditions was 565.2 
daysper 100children, 6-16 years'of age, per year. 
During the October-December quaqter, school-
loss days. associated with respiratory conditions 
were experiknced at a rate approximately 2% times 
the average annual rate. The, rate for infectious 
and parasitic conditions in the year-was 124.4. The 
quarterly rates for school-loss days rose quite
regularly from thelow in the July-September 1957 
quarter to a peak in the April-June 1958 quarter. In 
the peak quarter the infectious and parasitic condi- 
tions rate was 237.5. the highest rate reported
for any condition group in this quarter. 
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Table 1. Incidence of acute conditions' according to sex and age by quarter:
United States, July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data a re  based on household i n te rv iews  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957 - June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
popu la t i on  o f  con t inen ta l  Un i ted  States. The survey design, general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on t h e  re1 ia- 
b i l i t y  of t h e  est imates are g i ven  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  of t e n s  a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix 1 1 . 3  
July- October- January- April-
Annual
Sex and age September December March June
total 
 1957 . 1957 1958 1958 
~ 
Incidence of acute conditions in thousands 






























































































'See d e f i n i t i o n  o f  acute c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Appendix II. 
NOTE: Excluded from these s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  a l l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  n e i t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  a c t i v i t y  n o r  medical a t ten -
t ion. 
'The d a t a  i n  t h i s  t a b l e  have been conso l i da ted  f rom a l a r g e r  number o f  d e t a i l e d  groupings con ta ined  i n  four  quar-
t e r l y  t a b u l a t i o n s .  I n  t h e  processing procedure, t h e  l a s t  t h ree  d i g i t s  of each estimate, f o r  each subgroup ;n t h e  
o r i g i n a l  t abu la t i ons ,  were dropped before c o n s o l i d a t i o n  i n t o  the  groups shown i n  t h i s  t a b l e .  Therefore the  sum of t h e  
d e t a i l  i s  l ess  than the  t o t a l  i n  each column. The r e s u l t i n g  loss i n  p r e c i s i o n  i n  any subgroup i s  n e g l i g i b l e  r e l a t i v e  
t o  t h e  sampling e r r o r  o f  t h e  s t a t i s t i c .  
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Table 2. Incidence of acute conditions' per person per year according t o  sex and age by quarter:  

United S ta t e s ,  Ju ly  1957 - June 1958 

[Data a re  based on household i n te rv iews  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957 - June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
popu la t i on  of c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted States. The survey design, general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a -
b i l i t y  of t h e  est imates are g iven i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a re  g i ven  i n  Appendix 1 1 . 3  
July- October- January- April-AnnualSex and age September December March Junet o t a l  1957 1957 1958 1958 
2.6 1.7 3.8 3.a 1.9 
4 .O 2.6 5.4 4.7 3.4 
3.5 1.9 5.6 3.9 2.7 
2.7 2.1 4.3 2.7 1.8 
2.2 1.5 3.2 2.6 1.6 
1.8 1.1 2.5 2.1 1.2 
1.6 1.2 1.9 2.1 1.3 
2.5 1.6 3.6 2.s 1.8 
4.1 2.6 5.3 5 .c 3.4 
3.5 2.0 5.5 3.5 2.5 
2.5 2.1 4 .O 2.: 1.6 
1.9 1.2 2.8 2.4 1.4 
1.6 0.9 2.4 2 .c 1.o 
1.6 1.o 1.9 2 .c 1.3 
2.7 1.8 4 -0 3 .c 2.1 
4 .O 2.6 -5.6 4.1 3.5 
3.6 1.9 5.6 3.1 2.8 
2.9 2.1 4.6 3.( 2 .o 
2.5 1.7 3.7 2.; 1.8 
1.9 1.3 2.6 2.1 1.5 
1.7 1.3 1.9 2.: 1.4 
'See d e f i n i t i o n  o f  acute c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Appendix I I .  
NOTE: Excluded from these s t a t i s t i c s  a re  a l l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  n e i t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  a c t i v i t y  nor medical a t ten -  
t i o n .  
13 
Table 3. Incidence of acute conditions according to sex and condition group by quarter:  
United States ,  Ju ly  1957 - June 1958 
[Data a re  based on household i n te rv iews  du r ing  J u l y  1957 - June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  the  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
popu la t i on  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted States. The survey design, genera l  qua l i f i ca t i ons ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  re1 ia-
b i l i t y  of t h e  es t ima tes  a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms are g i ven  in Appendix 11.1 













437,886 69,703 160,311 125,437 82,432 
Infectious and p a r a s i t i c  diseases--- 
Upper respiratory conditions-------- 
Other respiratory conditions-------- 
Digestive system conditions----- ----
Fractures,  dis locat ions,  sprains,  
Open wounds and lacerations--------- 
Contusions and super f ic ia l  injur ies-  
Other current injuries-------------- 
















































Total conditions '*'----------- 202,692 31,587 74,118 59,707 37,279 
Infectious and p a r a s i t i c  diseases--- 
Upper respiratory conditions-------- 
Other respiratory conditions-------- 
Digestive system conditions--------- 
Fractures, dis locat ions,  sprains,  
Open wounds and lacerations--------- 
Contusions and super f ic ia l  injur ies-  
Other current injuries-------------- 
















































Total  conditions"' ----------- 38,116 86,193 65,730 45,153 
Infectious and p a r a s i t i c  diseases--- 
Upper respiratory conditions-------- 
Other respiratory conditions-------- 
Digestive system conditions--------- 
Fractures,  dis locat ions,  sprains,  
Open wounds and lacerations--------- 
Contusions and super f ic ia l  injur ies-  
Other current injuries-------------- 















































'See d e f i n i t i o n  o f  acu te  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Appendix 1 1 .  
NOTE: Excluded f rom these s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  a l l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  n e i t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  a c t l v i t y  n o r  medical a t ten-
t i o n .  
2The d a t a  i n  t h i s  t a b l e  have been consol idated from a l a r g e r  number of a e t a i l e d  groupings con ta ined  i n  f o u r  quar-
t e r l y  t abu la t i ons .  In t h e  processing procedure, t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  d i g i t s  of each estimate, f o r  each subgroup i n  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  t abu la t i ons ,  were dropped before c o n s o l i d a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  groups shown i n  t h i s  tab le .  Therefore t h e  sum o f  t h e  
deta, i I  i s  l ess  than  t h e  t o t a l  i n  each column. The r e s u l t i n g  loss in p r e c i s i o n  i n  any subgroup i s  n e g l i g i b l e  r e l a t i v e  
t o  t h e  sampling e r r o r  of t h e  s t a t i s t i c .  
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Table 4. Percent distribution of the incidence of acute conditions according to sex and condition 
group by quarter: United States, July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  dur ing Ju ly  1957 - June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  States .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may not  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey de-
sign, genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and informat ion on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g iven i n  Appendix l .  Def in i -
t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g iven i n  Appendix 11.1 














To tal conditions' -------- - ---- 100 .o 100-0 100-0 100.o 100.o 
Infectious and parasitic diseases--- 
Upper respiratory conditions-------- 
Other respiratory conditions-------- 
Digestive system conditions--------- 



























Open wounds and lacerations--------- 











Other current injuries-------------- 











Total conditions' ------------- 100-0 100.o 100-0 100.o 100.o 
Infectious and parasitic diseases--- 
Upper respiratory conditions-------- 
Other respiratory conditions-------- 
Digestive system conditions--------- 



























Open wounds and lacerations--------- 
Contusions and superficial injuries- 
Other current injuries-------------- 






















Total conditionsl------------- 100.o 100.o 100.o 100.o 100.o 
Infectious and parasitic diseases--- 
Upper respiratory conditions-------- 
Other respiratory conditions-------- 
Digestive system conditions--------- 



























Open wounds and lacerations--------- 
Contusions and superficial injuries- 
Other current injuries-------------- 





















'See d e f i n i t i o n  o f  acute  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Appendix I I .  
NOTE: Excluded from these s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  a i l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  n e i t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  a c t i v i t y  nor  medical a t ten-
t ion. 
Table 5. Incidence of acute conditions per 100 persons per year according to sex and condition 
group by quarter: United States, July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  dur ing July  1957 - June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
populat ion o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted States .  The survey design, general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and informat ion on t h e  r e l i a -  
b i l i t y  o f  t h e  est imates a r e  g i v e n  in Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  of terms a r e  g iven i n  Appendix I t - ]  
July- October- January- April-
Annual
Sex and condition group September December March June
total 




Total conditions' ------------- 260.1 166.8 381.6 297.2 194.6 
Infectious and parasitic diseases--- 22.9 19 .o 16.2 23.8 32.6 
Upper respiratory conditions-------- 91.2 48.2 122.4 126.8 67.3 

Other respiratory conditions-------- 77.8 25.1 178.3 83.4 24.4 

Digestive system conditions--------- 14.3 16.5 11.1 13.9 15.5 

Fractures, dislocations, sprains, 

and strains----------------------- 7.3 6.7 7.3 7.7 ' 7.5 
Open wounds and lacerations--------- 7.7 9.6 6.1 6.7 8.3 

Contusions and superficial injuries- 5.8 7.4 5.1 5 .O 5.7 
Other current injuries-------------- 7.5 9.6 7.9 4.7 7.7 

All other acute conditions---------- 25.6 24.7 , 27.0 25.1 25.5 
-Male 
To tal conditions' ------------- 247.5 155.5 362.7 290.7 180.9 
Infectious and parasitic diseases--- 21.8 16.3 15.2 26.4 29.2 

Upper respiratory conditions-------- 82.7 41.2 113.8 118.1 57.6 

Other respiratory conditions-------- 75.3 21.7 174 2 84.0 21.2 

Digestive system.conditions--------- 13.2 12.6 12.5 13.4 14.3 

Fractures, dislocations; sprains, 

and strains----------------------- 8.9 8.5 7.3 9.9 9.8 

Open wounds and lacerations--------- 10.5 13.1 8 .O 8.7 12.1 
Contusions and superficial injuries- 5.7 8.8 4.1 3.9 5.9 

Other current injuries-------------- 8.9 11.5 8.1 5.9 10.2 

All other acute conditions---------- 20.5 21.7 19.5 20.3 20.7 

-Female 
Total conditions'------------- 27 2 .O 177.6 399 0 5 303.4 207.6 
Infectious and parasitic 'diseases--- 24.0 21.5 17.2 21.3 35.8 

Upper respiratory conditions-------- 99.3 54.8 130.6 135.1 76.5 

Other respiratory conditions-------- 80.1 28.3 182.1 82.8 27.4 

Digestive system conditions--------- 15.3 20.3 9.8 14.4 16.6 

Fractures, dislocations, sprains, . 
and strains----------------------- 5.8 4.9 7.4 5.6 ,5.4 

Open wounds and lacerations--------- 5 .O 6.2 4.3 4.9 4.7 
Contusions and superficial injuries- 6.O 6.1 6.2 6.1 5.6 

Other current injuries-------------- 6.1 7 .a 7.7 3.6 5.3 
All other acute conditions---------- 30.4 27.5 34.2 29.7 30.1 

'See d e f i n i t i o n  of a c u t e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Appendix 1 1 .  
NOTE: Excluded from these s t a t i s t i c s  z r e  a l l  condi t ions i n v o l v i n g  n e i t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  a c t i v i t y  nor  medical a t t e n -  
t ion. 
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Table 6. Annual incidence of acute conditions according to sex and condition group by age: 
United States, July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data a re  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957 - June 1959. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
popu la t i on  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  States. The survey design, general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on t h e  r e l l a -  
b i l i t y  of t he  es t ima tes  a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  of terms a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix 1 1 . 3  
~ ~~ ~~ 
I I I I I I 
Sex and condition group Under 5 5-14 15-24 25-44 45-64 6% 
ages 

Incidence of acute conditions in thousands 

Both sexes 
Total conditions' * 2  -------- 437,886 78,146 116,863 57,425 101,133 60,726 23,591 
Infectious and parasitic diseases 
Upper respiratory conditions----- 
Other respiratory conditions----- 
Digestive system conditions------ 
Fractures, dislocations, sprains, 
Open wounds and lacerations------ 
Contusions and superficial 
Other current injuries----------- 



































































Total conditions' *' -------- 202,692 40,005 58,981 24,580 42,480 26,345 10,298 
Infectious and parasitic diseases 
Upper respiratory conditions----- 
Other respiratory conditions----- 
Digestive system conditions------ 
Fractures, dislocations, sprains, 
Open wounds and lacerations------ 
Contusions and superficial 
Other current injuries----------- 



































































Total. conditions lS2-------- 235,193 38,140- 57,882 32,845 58,652 34,380 13,293 
Infectious and parasitic diseases 
Upper respiratory conditions----- 
Other respiratory conditions----- 
Digestive system conditions------ 
Fractures, dislocations, sprains, 
Open wounds and lacerations------ 
Contusions and superficial 
Other current injuries----------- 


































































'See d e f i n i t i o n  o f  acute c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Appendix I I .  
NOTE: Excluded from these s t a t i s t i c s  are a l  I c o n d i t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  n e i t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  a c t i v i t y  n o r  medica lat ten-  
t ion. 
'The data i n  t h i s  t a b l e  have been conso l i da ted  from a l a r g e r  number of  d e t a i l e d  groupings conta ined i n  f o u r  quar- 
t e r l y  t abu la t i ons .  In t h e  process ing procedure, t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  d i g i t s  o f  each estimate, f o r  each subgroup i n  t h e  
o r i g i n a I t a b u I a t i o n s , w e r e  dropped before c o n s o l i d a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  groups shown i n  t h i s  tab le .  Therefore the  sum o f  t h e  
d e t a i l  i s  less than  t h e  t o t a l  i n  each column. The r e s u l t i n g  loss i n  p r e c i s i o n  i n  any subgroup i s  n e g l i g i b l e  r e l a t i v e  
t o  t h e  sampling e r r o r  of t he  s t a t i s t i c .  
17 
- - - - - 
Table 7. Percent d i s t r ibu t ion  of annual incidence of acute  conditions according t o  sex and 
condition group by age: United States ,  July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957 - June 1958. Data  r e f e r  to t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
populat ion of c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may not  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey de- 
sign, genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and informat ion on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix l .  D e f i n i -
t l o n s  o f  terms a r e  g iven i n  Appendix 11.1 
A l lSex and condition group Under 5 5-14 15-24 25-44 45-64 65+ ages 
Both sexes 
Total  conditions'---------- 100.o 100.o 100.o 100.o 100 .o 100 .o 100.o 
Infectious and p a r a s i t i c  diseases 8.8 13.2 13.0 5 09 6.4 4.5 1.6 
Upper respiratory conditions----- 35.1 43.9 35.7 28.5 32.4 32.9 35.8 
Other respiratory conditions----- 29.9 22.1 29.2 32.1 32.8 34.7 29.1 
Digestive system conditions------ 5.5 5.9 4.6 7.3 5.3 4.3 8.3 
Fractures; dislocations,  sprains ,
and strains-------------------- 2.8 0.1 1.6 3.8 3.0 6 .O 6.1 
Open wounds and lacerations------ 2.9 2.5 3.5 3.4 3.3 2.1 1.4 
Contusions and super f ic ia l  
injuries----------------------- 2.2 . 1.0 1.8 2.9 2.2 3.2 4.7 
Other current injuries----------- 2.9 3.5 2.3 3.1 2.6 3.7 2.3 
A l l  other acute zonditions------- 9.8 7.8 8.3 13.1 11.9 8.5 10.6 
-Hale 
Total  conditions'---------- 100.o 100.o 100 .o 100.o 100.o 100.o 100.o 
Infectious and p a r a s i t i c  diseases 8.8 13.8 11.8 5.4 6.5 4.6 0.8 
Upper respiratory conditions----- 33.4 42.7 31.9 25.9 30 .O 32.9 39.5 
Other respiratory conditions----- 30.4 21.2 31.1 31.6 34.1 34.5 34.1 
Digestive system conditions------ 5.3 5 .O 4.8 7.8 5.6 3.3 8 .O 
Fractures,  dislocations,  sprains,
and strains-------------------- 3.6 0.2 2.1 6.9 4.8 6.3 5.1 
Open wounds and lacerations------ 4.2 3.1 4.9 5.5 4.9 3.1 1.6 
Contusions and super f ic ia l  
injuries----------------------- 2 .'3 1.2 1.4 3.4 3.1 3.8 1.5 
Other current injuries----------- 3.6 4.2 3.1 4.9 3.1 4.4 1.1 
A l l  other acute conditions------- 8.3 8.4 8.9 8.5 7.9 7.1 8.2 
-Female 
Total  conditions' ---------- 100 .o 100.o 100.o 100.o 100.o 100.o 100.o 
Infectious and p a r a s i t i c  diseases 8.8 12.6 14.3 6.3 6.4 4.5 2.2 
Upper respiratory conditions----- 36.5 45 .O 39.6 30.5 34.2 32.9 32.9 
Other respiratory conditions----- 29.5 22.9 27.2 32.5 32.0 35 .O 25.2 
Digestive system conditions------ 5.6 6.8 4.3 6.9 5.1 5.1 8.5 
Fractures,  dislocations,  sprains ,
and strains-------------------- 2.1 - 1.2 1.5 1.7 5.7 7 .O 
Open wounds and lacerations------ 1.8 1.8 2 .o 1.8 2.2 1.4 1.2 
Contusions and super f ic ia l  
injuries----------------------- 2.2 0.8 2.2 2.4 1.6 2.7 7.1 
Other current injuries----------- 2.2 2.8 1.4 1.7 2.2 3.2 3.3 
A l l  other acute conditions------- 11.2 7.2 7.7 16.5 14.8 9.6 12.5 
l S e e  d e f i n i t i o n  of acute  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Appendix I I .  
NOTE: Excluded from these s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  a l  i condi t ions i n v o l v i n g  n e i t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  a c t i v i t y  nor medical a t t e n -




Table 8. Annual incidence of acute conditions per 100 persons according t o  sex and 
condition group by age: United S ta tes ,  July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  dur ing July  1957 - June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted States .  The survey design, genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e i i a -  
b i i i t y  of t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g iven i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g iven i n  Appendix 111 
= 
A l lSex and condition group Under 5 5-14 15-24 25-44 45-64 6%ages 
Both sexes 
Tot a l  conditions ---------- 260.1 403.9 351.2 272.4 221.6 176.2 162e 6 
Infectious and p a r a s i t i c  diseases 22.9 53.5 45.8 16.1 14.1 8 .O 2.6 
Upper resp i ra tory  conditions----- 91.2 177.1 125.4 77.6 71.9 57.9 58.2 
Other resp i ra tory  conditions----- 77.8 89.1 102.4 87.4 72.8 61.2 47.3 
Digestive system conditions------ 14.3 23.7 16.O 19.8 11.7 7.6 13.5 
Fractures,  dis locat ions,  sprains,
and strains-------------------- ,7.3 0.5 5.7 10.4 6.6 10.5 10.o 
Open wounds and lacerations------ 7.7 10.o 12.1 9.. 2 7.4 3.7 2.2 
Contusions and super f ic ia l  
injuries----------------------- 5.8 4.0 6.4 7.8 4.9 5.6 7.6 
Other current  injuries----------- 7.5 14.2 8 .O 8.4 5.7 6.5 3.8 
A l l  o ther  acute conditions------- 25.6 31.6 29.2 35.5 26.4 15.1 17.3 
-Male 
Total  conditions' ----------- 247.5 405.9 347.4 250.9 194.1 157.4 155.1 
Infectious and p a r a s i t i c  diseases 
Upper resp i ra tory  conditions----- 
Other resp i ra tory  conditions----- 
Digestive system conditions------ 






































Open wounds and lacerations------ 

































Total  conditions'---------- 272.0 401.8 355.1 291.0 246.8 193.9 168.9 
Infectious and p a r a s i t i c  diseases 
Upper resp i ra tory  conditions----- 
Other resp i ra tory  conditions----- 
Digestive system conditions------ 





































Open wounds and lacerations------ 
















Other current  injuries----------- 















'See d e f i n i t i o n  o f  acute  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Appendix 1 1 .  
NOTE: Excluded from these s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  a i  i c o n d i t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  n e i t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  a c t i v i t y  n o r  medical a t t e n -
t i o n .  
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Table 9. Incidence of acute conditions according to various severity criteria by sex and quarter: 
United States, July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  dur ing J u l y  1957 - June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
populat ion o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey de- 
s ign,  genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and informat ion on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of  t h e  est imates a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix l .  D e f i n i -
t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  given i n  Appendix 1 1 . 1  




Total condit ionsP ------------
-Female 
Total condition$ ------------
July- October- January- April-
Annual 
 September December March June
total 
 1957 1957 1958 1958 

~ ~~ ~-
Incidence of acute conditions in thousands 





































94,203 19,549 27,877 25,641 21,132 




































45,818 9,668 13,401 11,938 10,809 




































48,384 9,881 14,476 13,703 10,323 
'See d e f i n i t i o n  of acute condi t ions i n  Appendix I i .  
NOTE: Excluded from these s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  a l l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  n e i t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  a c t i v i t y  nor  medical a t ten-
t ion. 
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Table 10. Percent distribution of acute conditions according to various severity criteria 
by sex and quarter: United States, July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1937 - June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding .  The  survey  de- 
s i g n ,  g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i e a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix l. D e f l n i -
t i o n s  o f  t e r m s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1 1 . 3  
July- October- January- April-
Sex, disability, and Annual 

September December March June
medical attention total 





To tal dondit ions' ----- - - - --- - 100.o 100.0 100.0 100 .o 100.0 
78.5 72.0 82.6 79.6 74.4 

40.5 38.9 42.3 , 40.0 39.4 
28.6 24.2 32.9 28.7 24.2 

11.9 14.7 9.4 11.3 15.2 

37.9 33.0 40.3 39.6 34.9 

24.0 19.1 28.0 24.7 19.0 

14.0 14.0 12.3 14.8 15.9 

21.5 28.0 17.4 20.4 25.6 

100.o 100.0 ,100.0 100.0 100.0 
77.4 69.4 81.9 80.0 71.0 

40.3 38.0 42.4 . 39.3 39.6 
27.3 21.7 33.0 ' 26.7 21.9 
13.0 16.4 9.5 12.6 17.7 

37.1 31.3 39.5 40.7 31.4 

23.2 17.6 27.4 25.5 15.9 

13.9 13.7 12.1 15.2 15.4 

22.6 30.6 18.1 20.0 29 .O 
Female 

Total conditions'------------ 100.0 100.0 100 .o 100.0 100.0 
79.4 74.1 83.2 79.2 77.1 

40.7 39.6 42.1 40.6 39.3 

29.8 26.3 32.8 30.5 26.1 

11.0 13.3 9.3 10.1 13.2 

38.7 34.4 41.1 38.5 37.9 

24.6 20.3 28.6 24.0 21.5 

14.1 14.2 12.5 14.5 16.4 

. 20.6 25.9 16.8 20.8 22.9 
'See  d e f i n i t i o n  of a c u t e  c o n d i t i o n s  in Appendix 1 1 .  
NOTE: Exc luded  f rom t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  a l l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  n e i t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  a c t i v i t y  n o r  medica l  a t t e n -
t i o n .  
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Table 11. Incidence of acute conditions per person per year according to various severity 
criteria by sex and quarter: United States, July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  dur ing J u l y  1957 - June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
populat ion o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted S t a t e s .  The survey design, genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and informat ion on t h e  r e l i a -
b i l i t y  of t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g iven i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g iven i n  Aqpendix 1 1 . 3  
Sex, disability, and Annual 
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NOTE: Excluded from t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  a l l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  n e i t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  a c t i v i t y  nor  medical a t t e n -
t i o n .  
22 
Table 12. Annual incidence of acute conditions involving r e s t r i c t e d  a c t i v i t y ,  number and percent 
medically attended by sex and condition group: United S ta tes ,  July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data a r e  based on household . i n t e r v i e w s  du r ing  Ju4y 1957 - June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  the  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
popu la t i on  of c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  States. The survey design, general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a -  
b i l i t y  of t he  est imates a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  of terms a re  g i ven  i n  Appendix 1 1 . 1  
~~~~~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~ 
Incidence of a c t i v i t y - r e s t r i c t i n g  conditions 
Sex and condition group 
Medically attended 
Total  
Number Per cent I 
































156,873 I 81,704 52.1 
16,166 8,836 54.7 
50,397 I 21,178 42.0 
56,323 I 29,585 52.5 
7,776 I 3,691 47.5 
5,629 4,168 74.0 
3,249 I 2,589 79.7 
2,833 I' 1,719 60.7 
4,409 3,086 70 .O 
10,075 6,844 67.9 
186,809 95,831 51.3 
18,598 11,202 60.2 
64,383 25,864 40.2 
64,793 34,188 52.8 
9,859 4,789 48.6 
3,729 2,426 65.1 
1,873 1,513 80.8 
3,407 2,024 59.4 




'The data In t h i s  t a b l e  have been conso l i da ted  from a l a r g e r  number of d e t a i l e d  groupings conta ined i n  f o u r  quar- 
t e r l y  t abu la t i ons .  In t h e  process ing procedure, t h e  l a s t  t h ree  d i g i t s  of each estimate, f o r  each subgroup i n  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  t abu la t i ons ,  were dropped before c o n s o l i d a t i o n  i n t o  the  groups shown In t h i s  t a b l e .  Therefore t h e  s u m o f t h e  
d e t a i l  i s  less than t h e  t o t a l  i n  each column. The r e s u l t i n g  loss i n  p r e c i s i o n  i n  any subgroup i s  n e g l i g i b l e  r e l a t i v e  




Table 13. Number of days-of r e s t r i c t e d  a c t i v i t y  associated with acute conditions according 
t o  sex and condition &roup by quarter:  United States, Ju ly  1957 - June 1958 
[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  dur ing J u l y  1957 - June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
populat ion o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  States .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may not add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey de- 
s ign,  general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and informat ion on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g iven i n  Appendix l .  D e f i n i -
t i o n s  of terms a r e  g iven i n  Appendix 111 
I I I f 
July- October- January- April-AnnualSex and cdndition group September Decembert o t a l  
1957 1957 I I%ih 
Number of days i n  mil l ions 
Both sexes 

























. , 55.8 
Male-



























Total  conditions ---- - ---- -- - 1,089.0 70.8- 420.7 297.8 99.8-
I nj ies- - - --- - ------ - -------.- - - -- - 



























Table 14. Number of days of restricted activity associated with acute conditions per 100 persons 
per year according to sex and condition group by quarter: United States, July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  dur ing J u l y  1957 - June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
populat ion of c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The survey design, genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and informat ion on t h e  r e l i a -  
b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g iven i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  of terms a r e  g iven i n  Appendix 1 1 . 1  
~ ~~ 















































































































































































































Table 15. Annual number of days of restricted activity associated with acute conditions 
according to sex and condition group by age: United States, July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957 - June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
populat ion o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted States .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may not  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey de- 
sign, genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and informat ion on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix l. D e f i n i -
t i o n s  o f b e r m s  a r e  g iven i n  Appendix 11.1 
\ 
ages Under 5 
5-14 15-24 25-44 45-64 65+ 
Annual number of days in millions 
Both sexes . 















































































































- - - - 
Table 16. Annual number of days of restricted activity associated with acute conditions per 100 
persons according to sex and condition group by age: United States, July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data are based on household interviews during July 1957 - June 1958. Data refer to the civilian noninstitutional 
population of continental United States. The SUNey design, general qualifications, and information on the relia- 
bility of the estimates are given in Appendix I .  Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 1 1 . 1  
Sex and condition group 
~ ~ 
A l l  
ages Under 5 5- 14 15-24 25-44 45-64 -
65+ 
Both sexes 















































































































Table 17. Number of bed-disability days associated with acute conditions according to sex 
and condition group by quarter: United States, July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data are based on household interviews during July 1957 - June 1958. Data refer to the civilian noninstitutional 
population of continental United States. Detailed figures may not add to totals due to rounding. The survey de- 
sign, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix l .  Defini-
tions of terns are given in Appendix 111 
July- October- January- April-
Annual
Sex and -condition group 	 September I Deager I ?;: I Junetotal 
 1957 	 1958 

~~ 
Number of bed-disability days in millions 
Both sexes 

Total conditions ------------ 873.O 103.7 I 378.8 251.6 138.9 
89.7 15.5 15.1 29.2 29.9 

593.1 42.4 312.3 173.9 64.5 

33.1 9.2 6.9 8.0 9 .o 
72.2 19.9 16.4 20.2 15.7 

84.8 16.7 28.2 20.2 19.7 

-Male 
Total conditions ------------ 371.6 	 108.5 55.8 
~ 
39.4 	 5.O 14.3 13.8 
263.2 	 141.1 77.9 26.1 

11.8 3.3 3.4 1.9 3.2 

35.1 	 8.8 7.7 





Total conditions ------------ 501.4 	 143.O 83.0 
50 3 9.1 10.1 14.9 16.2 

329.9 	 24.3 171.1 96.0 38.5 

21-4 5.9 3.6 6.1 5.8 

37.2 10.2 7.5 11.4 8 .O 
62.7 12.o 21.5 14.6 14.6 
28 
Table 18. Number of bed-disabili ty days associated with acute conditions per 100 persons per year
according t o  sex and condition group by quarter: United States ,  J u l y  1957 - June 1958 
[Data a re  based on household interviews during Ju ly  1957 - June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  the  c i v i l i a n  non inst i tu t iona l  
population of cont inental  United States.  The survey design, general qua l i f i ca t ions ,  and information on t h e  r e l i a -  
b i l i t y  of the  estimates are  given i n  Appendix l. Def in i t ions  o f  terms a r e  given i n  Appendix 1 1 . 3  
Sex and condition group 
Both sexes 
Total  conditions ------------
-Male 
Total  conditions ------------
-Female 
Total  conditions ------------
Annual 










A p r i l -
JUne 
1958 
518.6 248.3 901.7 596.1 327.8 
53.3 37.0 35.8 69.3 70.7 
352.3 101.5 743.2 412.1 152.3 
19.7 22.0 16.5 18.9 21.2 
42.9 47.7 39.1 47.9 37.0 
50.4 40.1 67.0 47.9 46.6 
453.8 208.0 807.5 528.4 270.8 
48.1 31.1 24.3 69.7 66.8 
321.4 89.4 690.5 379.3 126.4 
14.4 16.5 16.6 9.1 15.3 
42.8 47.7 43.5 43.1 37.2 
27.1 23.4 32.6 27.2 25.1 
579.9 286.4 991.0 660.. 3 381.8 
58.2 42.6 46.7 68.9 74.4 
381.5 113.0 793.2 443.2 176 -8 
' 24.7 27.3 ' 16.5 28 ..2 26.8 
43.0 47.7 35.0 52.4 36.9 
72.5 55.8 99.6 67.5 66.9 
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Table 19. Annual number of bed-disability days associated with acute conditions according 
t o  sex and condition group by age: United States ,  July 1957 - Jupe 1958 
[Data are based on household interviews during July 1957 - June 1958. Data refer to the civilian noninstitutional 
population of continental United States. Detailed figures may not add to totals due to rounding. The survey de- 
sign, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix l. Defini-
tions of terms are aiven in Amendix 11.1 
~~ 
Sex and condition group Under 5 5-14 15-24 25-44 45-64 65+-
ages 
Annual number of bed-disability days in  millions 
Both sexes 
Total conditions --------- 873.0 106.3 243.6 116.3 179.7 153.4 73.8I

~~~ 
89.7 -18.3 41.8 7.5 11.5 9.1 1.4 
593.1 73.2 177.0 69.8 118.6 110.9 43.6 
33.1 7.2 6.6 4.8 5.3 4.7 4.5 
72.2 1.9 7.9 19.3 15.0 
84.8 5.6 10.3 9.4 9.2 
-Male 
Total cmdit i&s --------- 371.6 47.8 118.1 62.4 31.8 
39.4 7.8 19 -4  2.8 4.9 4.1 9.3 
263.2 32.3 85.7 29.4 47.6 45.1 23.2 
11.8 3.3 3.0 2.1 1.7 0.8 0.9 
35.1 0.8 5.1 6.9 8.3 10.2 3.8 
22.2 3.7 4.9 2.1 3.7 
Female 
Total conditions --------- 501.4 58.5 125.5 72.6 . 111.8 91.0 42.0&
50.3 10.5 22.4 5.0 1.1 
329.9 40.9 91.3 65.8 20.4 
21.4 3.9 3.6 3.9 3.6I37.2 1.1 2.8 6.6 6.3 9.1 11.2 
62.7 2.0 5.4 18.1 24.3 7.3 5.6 
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Table 20. Annual number of bed-disability days associated with acute conditions per 100 persons 
according t o  sex and condition group by age: United States ,  July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data a re  based on household intervlews during July 1957 - June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  the  c i v i l i a n  non inst i tu t iona l  
population of cont inental  United States. The survey design, general qua l i f i ca t ions ,  and information on the  r e l i a -  
b i l i t y  of the estimates a r e  given i n  Appendix I .  Def in i t ions  o f  terms are given i n  Appendix 11.1 
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Table 21. Number  of work-loss days associated with acute conditions according t o  sex and 
condition group by quarter: United States ,  Ju ly  1957 - June 1958 
[Data a r e  based on household interviews during July 1957 - June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  non inst i tu t iona l  
population o f  cont inental  United States. Deta i led  figures may not add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey de- 
sign, general qua l i f i ca t ions ,  and information on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of the  est imates are  given i n  Appendix l .  Def inl -
t i o n s  o f  terms are  given i n  Appendix II:j 
July- October- January- April-AnnualSex and condition group -. September December March Junet o t a l  
. 
I I1957 1957 1958 1958 
Number of work-loss days in  mil l ions 
Both sexes 
Total  conditions ----------- 356.5 57.4 - 146.0 105.0 48.1 
19.6 6.0 4.5 5.1 4.1 
218.7 16.5 109.1 70.3 22.8 
13.6 5.4 2.6 3.1 2.6 
67.5 18.7 19.3 17.7 11.9 
37.1 10.9 10.6 8.9 6.7 
-Male . 
Tota l  conditions ------------ 216.3 29.7 89.9 66.4 30.2 
10.9 3.1 2.1 3.4 2.4 
128.9 7.9 65.. 2 42.5 13.3 
7.1 2.2 1.7 1.2 1.9 
50.5 11.8 16.2 12.9 9.6 
18.8 4.8 4.6 6.4 3.1 
Female 
Total  conditions ------------ 140.3 27.7 56.1 38.6 17.9 
8.7 2.9 2.4 1.7 1.7 
89.7 8.6 43.8 27;8 9.5 
6.6 3.2 0.9 1.9 0.7 
17.0 6.9 3.1 4.7 2.3 
18.3 6.2 5.9 2.5 3.7 
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Table 22. Number oflwork-loss days per year associated with acute conditions per 100 persons 
"usually working" according t o  sex and condition group by quarter: United States,  July 
1957 - June 1958 
[Data are based on household interviews during July 1957 - June 1958. Data refer to the civilian noninstitutional 
population of continental United States. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the relia- 
bility of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are giveh in Appendix 11.1 
















































































































'Persons who reported "working", as their major activity during the 12-month period preceding the week of interview 

are classified as usually working. 
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Table 23. Annual number of work-loss days associated with acute conditions according to sex 
and condition group by age: United States ,  Ju ly  1957 - June 1958 
[Data are based on household interviews dur ing July 1957 - June 1958. Data re fe r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  non ins t i tu t iona l  
populat ion of cont inental  United States. Detai led f igures may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey de- 
sign, general. qual i f i ca t ions ,  and infor! ion on the  r e l i a b i l i t y  of the estimates are given in'Appendix I. Oefini-
t i o n s  o f  terms are given i n  Appendix 1 1 . -
Sex  and condition group 
Both sexes 
Total  conditions -----------
-Male 
Tota l  conditions -----------
Female 
Tota l  conditions -----------
A l l  I I I I 
ages 17- 24 25-44 45-64 6% 
17+ 
Annual number of work-loss days in mil l ions 
356.5 67.2 ,147.0 115.8 26.5 
19.6 3.2 7.7 7.0 1.8 
218.7 40.2 91.1 74.4 13.0 
13.6 3.0 6.5 2.0 2.1 
67.5 13.9 24.8 25.6 3.3 
37.1 7.0 16.9 6.8 6.3 
216.3 35.6 90.5 73.2 16.9 
~~ ~ 
10.9 1.8 5.0 4.0 0.2 
128.9 20 .o 53.7 46.1 9.3 
7.1 1.9 4.0 1.0 0.1 
50.5 10.0 20.0 17.7 2.7 
18.8 1.9 7.8 4.4 4.7 
140.3 31.6 56.5 42.6 9.6 
8.7 1.4 2.7 3.0 1.6 
89.7 20.2 37.4 28.3 3.8 
6.6 1.1 2.5 1.0 2 .o 
17.O 3.8 &. 7 7.9 0.5 
18.3 5.1 9.1 2.4 1.7 
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Table 24. Annual number oflwork-loss days associated with acute  conditions per 100 
persons "usually working" according t o  sex and condition group by age: United 
S ta t e s ,  J u l y  1957 - June 1958 
[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957 - June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  States.  The survey design, genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on t h e  r e i i a -  
b i l i t y  o f  t h e  es t ima tes  a re  g iven i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 11.1 
Sex and condition group 17+ 17-24 25-44 45-64 6% 
Both sexes - -
T o t a l  conditions ----------- 598.6 959.9 514.8 544.0 981.5 
33 .O 45.6 26.9 . 32.7 66.5 
367.1 573.7 318.9 349.5 482.3 
-.22.9 43.3 22.8 9.5 76.6 
113.4 ,. 198.1 86.7 120.3 121.4 
62.2 ' 99.2 59.3 32.0 234.6 
-Male 
To ta l  condi t ions ----------- 515.9 899.0 435.5 486.1 805.4 
26.1 45.9 24.0 26.3 7.4 
. , 307.6 ' 503.9 258.1 305.9 440.6 
16.8 47.7 19.3 6.9 5.2 
120.6 253.6 96.3 117.8 130.O 
44.9 47.7 37.7 29.2 222.1 
Female- . .: , 
T o t a l  conditions ----------- 795.0 1,039.2 726.8 684.2 1,599.8 
~~ 
49.4 45.1 34.8 48.2 274.0 
I508.6 ' 664.4 481.6 . 455.0 628.7 
-37.3 37.6 32.3 15.7 327.4 
96.2 .125.8 60.9 126.6 . ,  - 91.0 
103.5 166.2 117.3 38.7 278.5 
'Persons who repo r ted  "working", as t h e i r  ma jo r  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  12-month pe r iod  preceding t h e  week of i n t e r v i e w  
a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  as u s u a l l y  working. 
\ 
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Table 25. Number of school-loss days associated with acute conditions according t o  sex and 
condition group by quarter: United States ,  Ju ly  1957 - June 1958 
[Data are based on household interviews during July 1957 - June 1958. Data refer to the civilian noninstitutional 
population of continental United States. Detailed figures may not add to totals due to rounding. The survey de- 
sign, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix l .  Defini-
tions of terms are given in Appendix 11.1 
Sex and condition group 
Both sexes 
Total  conditions ------------
-Male 
Total  conditions ------------
Female 
Total  conditions ------------
July- October- January-ATlnual September December Marcht o t a l  1957 1957 1958 






























































































Table 26. Number of school-loss days per year associated with acute conditions per 100 children, 
age 6-16 years, according t o  sex and condition group by quarter: United States,  July 1957 -
June 1958 
[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  July  1957 - June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
populat ion o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Uni ted S t a t e s .  The survey design, general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a -
b i l i t y  o f  t h e  est imates a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  of terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 11.1 
July- October- January- April-
Sex and condition group September December March June 
1957 1957 1958 1958 

Both sexes 
---------­Total conditions -- 788.2 99.7 1.669.1 821.2 559.8 











37.3 21.0 45.8 49.3 32.8 
37.4 7.3 . 59.9 38.7 43.2 
-Male 
Total conditions ------------ 740.3 94.5 1,564.4 800.2 499.4 
111.1 11.3 61.8 148.5 219.3 

528.6 30.3 1,383.7 524.1 178.4 

23.0 14.3 28.4 23.2 25.7 

47.8 33.8 55.3 59.9 41.8 

29.8 4.7 35.2 44.5 34.2 

838 .O 105.1 1,777.8 843.1 622.5 
138.2 15.4 90.0 187.0 256.4 

603.2 58.0 1,549 .O 543.1 264.6 
24.9 14.2 17.4 42.2 25.4 

26.4 7.6 35.9 38.2 23.5 

45.3 10.0 85.6 32.6 52.7 
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Table 27. Population used i n  obtaining the rates shown in t h i s  publication by sex, age, and 
quarter: United States ,  July 1957 - June 1958 
[Data are based on household i n te rv iews  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957 - June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
popu la t i on  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  States. De ta i l ed  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey de- 
sign, general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  es t ima tes  a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix l. D e f i n i -
t i o n s  o f  terms a re  g i ven  i n  Appendix 1 1 . 3  
April-
Sex and age June 
1958 
Population in  thousands 
168,369 167,111 168,048 168,806 169,447 
~ 
19,352 19,186 19,344 19,423 19,439 
33,285 32,931 33,162 33,395 33,627 
21,093 20,690 20,970 21,234 21,447 
45,656 45,643 45,659 45,657 45,631 
34,470 34,243 34,399 34,537 34,680 
14,512 14,395 14,493 14,540 14,603 































86,463 85,868 86,298 86*;6,58 86,996 
9,494 9,413 '9,490 9,529 9,537 
16,303 16,132 16,244 16,356 16,469 
11,292 11,134 11,238 11,340 11,4418 
23,772 23,791 23,777 23,758 23,742 
1 7,731 17,597 17,687 17,772 17,858 
7,871 7,790 7,853 7,892 7,939 
lAverage popu la t i on  f o r  J u l y  1957 - June 1958 was used i n  o b t a i n i n g  annual ra tes .  
NOTE: Fo r  o f f i c i a l  popu la t i on  est imates f o r  more general use, see Bureau o f  t h e  Census repo r t s  On the c i v i l i a n  pop- 
u l a t i o n  of the Un i ted  S ta tes  by t ype  of residence, i n  Cur ren t  Popu la t i on  Repor ts :  Ser ies P- 20. 
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Table 28. "Usually working"' population used i n  obtaining the rates for work-loss days shown 
i n  t h i s  publ icat ion by sex, age, and quarter: United S ta t e s ,  Ju ly  1957 - June 1958 
[Data are based on household i n t e r v i e w s  du r ing  J u l y  1957 - June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
popu la t i on  of c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  States.  De ta i l ed  f i gu res  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey de- 
sign, general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in fo rma t ion  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  est imates a re  g i ven  i n  Appendix l .  De f in i -
t i o n s  o f  terms are g i ven  i n  Appendix 1 1 . 3  
Annual July- October- January- April-
Sex and age Decemberaverage2 I [ 	 YEh 1 ;ESe;;;;ber 1957 
Population in thousands 
59,562 59 ,732 59 ,898 59,462 59,163 
7,005 6,948 6,921 7,009 7,148 
28,559 . 28,478 28,957 28,524 28,282 
21,278 21,332 21,276 21,179 21,323 
2,703 2,957 2,727 2,734 2 ;397 
41.918 42.045 42.072 42.010 41.548 
3,961 3,908 3,875 3,953 4,115 
20 ,788 20,851 20,930 20,806 20,566 
15,056 15,017 15,155 15,108 14,942 
2,104 2,261 2,105 2,135 1,917 
17,644 17,687 17.826 17,452 17,615 
3,044 3,040 3,046 3,056 3,033 
7,771 7,627 8,027 7,718 7,716 
6,	222 6,315 6,121 6,071 6,381 
599 696 622 599 480 
'Persons who repo r ted  "working" as t h e i r  major a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  the  12-month per iod preceding the  week o f  i n t e r v i e w  
are c l a s s i f i e d  as usually working. The "usually working" popu la t i on  t o t a l s  shown above d i f f e r  from the  employed per- 
son popu la t i on  used i n  computing work-loss r a t e s  shown i n  P re l im ina ry  Report on D i s a b i l i t y .  Uni ted States, J u l y -
September 1957. 
'Average popu la t i on  f o r  J u l y  1957 - June 1958 was used i n  o b t a i n i n g  annual ra tes .  
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Table 29. 	 Population, 6-16 years of age, used i n  obtaining the rates f o r  school-loss days shown 
i n  t h i s  publication by sex and quarter: United States ,  Ju ly  1957 - June 1958 
[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957 - June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  States.  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding.  The survey de- 
sign, genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of  t h e  es t ima tes  a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i -
t i o n s  of terms a re  g i ven  i n  Appendix I l l  
July- October- January- April-
Sex September December March June 
1957 1957 1958 1958 
Population i n  thousands 
Both sexes----------- 34,667 34 ,160 34,497 34,837 35,175 
Male------------------------------- 1 7,668 17,406 17,580 17,756 17,930




TECHNICAL NOTES O N  METHODS 

Background of Th is  Report 
This report, Acute Conditions-Incidence and As-
sociated Disability, is one of a Series of statistical re-
ports which cover separate health-related topics pre- 
pared by the U. s. National Health Survey. The report 
isbased on information collected in the nationwide con- 
tinuing sample household-interview survey which is a 
main aspect of the program. 
The household-interview survey uses a question- 
naire which, in addition to personal anddemographic 
characteristics, requests information on illnesses, in- 
juries, chronic conditions, medical care, dental care, 
and hospitalization. As interview data relating to each 
of these various broad subject areas are tabulated and 
analyzed, separate reports a r e  issued covering one o r  
more specific topics. In the interest of prompt publi- 
cation, some of these reports a r e  provisional or abbre-
viated. However, the continuous character of the house-
hold survey permits the collection of data for different 
periods of the year and the gradual accumulation of data 
sufficient for progressively more detailed classifica- 
tion and tabulation. For this reason preliminary o r  ini- 
tial reports may be superseded when a larger volume 
of data and a need for more detailed information war- 
rant amplification. 
Data  for Present Report 
The present report is based on theconsolidated 
samplefor52 weeks of interviewing ending June 28, 1958. 
The population covered by thesample for the house- 
hold-interview survey is the civiIian population of thc 
continental United States living at the time of inter-
view. Although the sample collection covers persons 
living as inmates of resident-type institutions, data 
for these persons are not included in the figures given 
in these reports pending special study of the appli- 
cability of an interview-type questionnaire to these 
persons. The sample does not include members of the 
Armed Forces, United States nationals living inforeign 
countries, and crews of vessels. It should also be noted 
that the estimates shown do not represent a complete 
inventory of medical conditions existing or  services 
received for any specified calendar period since no 
adjustment has been made for persons who experienced 
the condition o r  service during the reference period of 
the specific question and who were not living a t  the 
time of interview-for most questions, a time lapse of 
two weeks. 
Statistical Design of the 
Household-Interview Survey 
General plan.-The sampling plan of the survey 
follows a multistage probability design which permits a 
continuous sampling of the civilian population of the 
United States. The first  stage of this design consists 
of an area sample of 372 from among approximately 
1.900 geographically defined Primary Sampling Units 
(PSU's) into which the continental United States has 
been divided. A PSU is a county, a group of contiguous 
counties, o r  a Standard Metropolitan Area. 
With no loss in general understanding, the remain- 
ing stages can be telescoped and treated in this dis- 
cussion as an ultimate stage. Within PSU's. then, ulti- 
mate stage units called segments a r e  defined, also geo- 
graphically, in such a manner that each segment con- 
tains an expected six households in the sample. Each 
week a random sample of about 120 segments is drawn. 
In the approximately 700 households in those segments 
persons are interviewed concerning illnesses, injuries, 
chronic conditions, disability, and other factors related 
to health. 
The household members interviewed each week a r e  
a representative sample of the population so that eam- 
ples for successive weeks can be combined into larger 
samples for, say a calendar quarter, or a year. Thus 
the design permits both continuous measurement of 
characteristics of high incidence o r  prevalence in the 
population, and through the larger consolidated sam-
ples more detailed analysis of less common charac- 
teristics and smaller categories. The continuous col- 
lection has administrative and operational advantages, 
a s  well a s  technical assets, since it permits field work 
to be handled with an experienced, stable staff. 
Sample size and geographic detail.-The national 
sample plan over a 12-month period includes approxi- 
mately 115,000 persons from 36,000 households in 6,000 
segments, with representation from every State. The 
over-all sample was designed in such a fashion, that 
from the annual sample, tabulations can be provided
for various geographic sections of the United States 
and for urban and rural sectors of the Nation. 
Collection of data,-The field operations for the 
household survey a r e  performed by the Bureau of the 
Census under specifications established by the Public 
Health Service. In accordance with these specifications 
the Bureau of the Census designs and selects the sam- 
ple, conducts the field interviewing acting a s  collecting 
agent for the Public Health Service, and edits and codes 
the questionnaires. Tabulations a r e  prepared by the 
Public Health Service using the Bureau of the Census 
electronic computers. 
Estimating methods.-Each statistic produced by 
the survey-for example, the incidence of acute ill-
nesses in a specified period-is the result of two stages 
of ratio estimation. In the first  of these, the ratio fac- 
tor is 1950 decennial population count toestimated pop- 
ulation for 1950 for the U. s. National Health Survey 
first-stage sample of PSU's. These factors a r e  applied 
for 132 color-residence classes. 
Later, ratios of sample-produced estimates of the 
population to official Bureau of the Census figures for 
current population in 76 age-sex-color classes a r e  com- 
puted, and serve a s  second-stage factors for ratio es-
timating. 
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The effect of the ratio estimating process is td 
make the sample more closely representative of the 
population by age, sex, color, and residence, thus re-
ducing sampling variance. 
A s  noted, each week's sample represents the pop- 
ulation living during that week and characteristics of 
that population. Consolidation of samples over a time 
period, say a calendar quarter, produces estimates of 
average characteristics of the United States population 
for that calendar quarter. 
For prevalence statistics, such a s  number of per- 
sons with impairments or number of persons classified 
by interval since last medical visit, figures presented 
for a designated calendar quarter a r e  averages of es-
timates for all weeks of interviewing in that quarter. 
Similarly, prevalence data for a year a re  averages of 
the four quarterly figures. 
For other types of statistics-namely those meas- 
uring the number of occurrences during a specified 
time period-such as number of visits to a doctor, a 
dentist, or incidence of new illnesses, a similar com- 
putational procedure is used, but the statistics have a 
different interpretation. For many of these items, the 
questionnaire asks for the respondent's experience over 
the two calendar weeks prior to the week of interview. 
In such instances, unless a contrary indication is given 
in the text, the estimated quarterly total for the statis- 
tic is simply 6.5 times the average two-week estimate 
produced by the 13 successive samples taken during the 
period. The annual total is the sum of the four quarters. 
Thus, the experience of persons interviewed durinv a 
=-experience which actually occurred for each per-
son m a two-calendar week interval prior to the week 
of interview-usually is treated in analysis a s  though 
it measured the total of such experience occurring in 
theyear. For  most statistics, such interpretation leads 
to no significant bias. 
Insome reports, rates for a quarter o r  six months 
are converted to an annual basis, in accordance with 
usual convention, in order to facilitate comparison of 
rates for time periods of different lengths. It must be 
remembered that any attempt to interpret such a con-
verted figure as a true annual rate is subject to po-
tential seasonal bias. 
The interviewing and estimation procedure, as 
noted earlier, are designed to reproduce the experi- 
ence in the reference period of the questionnaire for 
the population living a t  the time of interview. 
General Qualifications 
Nonresponse.-Data were adjusted for nonresponse 
by a procedure which imputed to persons in a household 
not interviewed the characteristics of interviewed per- 
sons in the same segment. The total noninterview rate 
was 6 percent; 1 percent was refusal, and the remainder 
was accounted for by all other reasons, such a s  failure 
to find any household respondent after repeated trials. 
The interview process.-The statistics presented 
in this report are based on replies secured in interview 
of persons in the sampled households. Each person 18 
years and over, available a t  the time of interview, was 
interviewed individually. Proxy respondents within the 
household were employed for children and for adults 
not available a t  the time of the interview provided the 
respondent was closely related to the person about whom 
information was being obtained. 
There a r e  limitations to the accuracy of diagnostic 
and other information collected in household interviews. 
For diagnostic information the household respondent 
can. at best. pass on to the interviewer only the infor- 
mation the physician has given to the family. For  con- 
ditions not medically attended, diagnostic information 
is often no more than a description of symptoms. How- 
ever, other types of facts such a s  those concerning the 
circumstances and consequences of illness o r  injury 
and the resulting action taken o r  sought by the individ- 
ual, can be obtained more accurately from household 
members than from any other source since only the 
persons concerned a re  in a position to report all of this 
type of information. 
Rounding of numbers-Counts in the basic tabula-
tions a r e  made to the nearest whole person o r  illness 
although they are not accurate to that detail. Published 
aggregates a re  rounded to a level which seems to be 
utilitarian in analysis. For the present report, in inter- 
mediate worksheets all digits to the right of the thousands 
position were dropped inasmuch as such digits were 
statistically nonsignificant. Rates and totals a r e  cal-
culated from such worksheet numbers before rounding 
to broader levels, and therefore may not always appear 
to be exactly consistent with published rounded com- 
ponents. 
Population fivures.-Some of the published tables 
include population figures for specified categories. 
These figures a re  based on the sample of households in 
' the U. S .  National Health Survey, a r e  given solely for the 
purpose of providing denominators for rate computa-
tion, andare more appropriate for use with the accom- 
panying measures of health characteristics than any I 
other data that may be available. In some instances, 
Ithey will permit users to recombine published data into 
classes more suitable totheir specific needs. The pop- 
ulationfigures a re  not official estimates, in some cases 
being themselves subject to considerable variability, 
andas such should be used onlyfor computation of rates 
in connection with data given in this report. For fuller 
details on population estimates see Bureau of the Cen- 
sus reports in the P-20 Series. 
Reliability of estimates.-Since the estimates a r e  
based on a sample, they will differ somewhat from the 
figures that would have been obtained if a complete cen- 
sushad been taken using the same schedules, instruc- 
tions, and interviewing personnel and procedures. As in 
any survey, the results arealso subject tomeasurement 
error. 
The standard error isprimarily a measure of sam- 1 
pling variability, that is, the variations that might occur 
by chance because only a sample of the population is 
surveyed. A s  calculated for this report, the standard 
e r r o r  also reflects part of the variation which arises 
in the measurement process. It does not include esti- 
mates of any biases which might lie in the data. The 
chances a re  about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from 
the sample would differ from a complete census by less 1 
than the standard error. The chances a r e  about 95 out 
of 100 that the difference would be less than twice the 
standard e r ro r  and about 99 out of 100 that it would 
be less than 2% times a s  large. 
Theestimates of standard errors shown in the fol- 
lowing tables a r e  approximations for the 372-area sam- 
ple. Table A shows the average estimates of standard 
errors as obtained from four quarters of sampling for 
selected statistics. The figures presented in tables B 
through E may be used for other statistics,. Not every 
report published by the Health Survey will include all 
kinds and types of estimates treated in tables B through 
E. In order to derive standard errors which would be 
applicable to a wide variety of health statistics and 
which could be prepared at a moderate cost, a number 
of approximations were required. A s  a result, tables 
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Table A. Standard e r r o r  of estimates of select-
ed s t a t i s t i c s  
Sample StandardThe s ta t is t ic  ' 
es t imate  e r r o r(a) 
(b) (c) 
T o t a l  acute condi t ions  
i n  a year------------ 437,886,000 7,000,000 
T o t a l  acu te  condi t ions  
i n  a year f o r  persons 
65 years  or older---- 23.591.000 1,700.000 
T o t a l  medically at-
tended acute  condi- 
t i o n s  involving one 
o r  more days of re-
s t r i c t e d  ac t iv i ty - - - -  177,535,000 4,000,000 
B through E should be interpreted a s  providing an esti-
mate of approximate standard e r ro r  rather than as the 
precise standard e r ro r  for any specific aggregate o r  
percentage. 
The following paragraphs describe the kinds and 
types of statistics for which each of tables B through
E are appropriate, and how the tables can be used in 
determining standard errors. The "guide" which is 
shown on page 44 designates which of tables B through 
E should be used in obtaining standard e r ro r s  for most 
of the estimates from the numbered tables of statistics 
in the present report. 
The approximate standard e r ro r s  for estimates of 
population characteristics, that is, the number of per- 
sons with specified characteristics, can be determined 
from table B. Table C presents the approximate stand- 
ard errors for estimates of items which are expressed 
in person-days, o r  analogous terms such as bed-days. 
The standard e r ro r s  of all other estimates of aggre-
gates lie between the estimated standard e r ro r s  shown 
in tables B and C for the same size of estimate. 
The following rules of thumb provide a method for 
estimating the standard e r rors  for items other than 
persons or days. If the item usually takes on either the 
value 0 or 1, but on occasion may take on the value 2. 
or very rarely, the value 3, for a single individual for 
the period of reference, use the approximate standard 
error shown in table B for the appropriate size of esti- 
mate. The period of reference is the time period for 
which the question is asked and is in most instances 
either 2weeks or 12 months. (See wording of particular 
question.) Examples of this type of item are: (1)num-
ber of operations, and (2) number of acute conditions 
involving one or mare days of disability. If the item in 
most cases takes onvalues ranging from 0through 4 or  
5 for a single individual for the period of reference, 
use the midpoint between the approximate standard 
e r ro r s  shown in tables B and C for the corresponding 
size of estimate. Number of physician visits and number 
of dental visits a r e  examples of this type of item. The 
standard e r rors  of items which more frequently take on 
values greater than 4 or 5 should be approximated by 
the data shown in table C. J 
In reading tables B through E, note must be taken 
of another dimension in which statistics from the s u r -
vey vary. Tables B through E a r e  constructed to give 
standard e r ro r s  for two separate classes of statistics, 
each based on 52 weeks of interviewing: 
Class I consists of statistics on prevalence, and 
other statistics for which the period of reference 
in the questionnaire is one year. 
Class I1 consists of statistics for which the period 
of reference in the questionnaire is two weeks. 
Illustration.-Persons aged 25-44years accounted 
f o r  5.323.000 of the acute conditicns of the digestive 
system. This estimate was made from data obtained for 
a reference period of two weeks, so it is a Class I1 sta-
tistic. Itwould be a r a re  event for a person to have two 
such conditions in a two-week period. Three conditions 
would be a still rarer event. Accordingly, the standard 
e r ro r  of the estimate is approximately the same as that 
of a population characteristic and is found from table 
B. In table Ban estimate of size 5,000,000has a standard 
e r ro r  of approximately 800.000. A 10,000,000estimate 
has approximately a 1,100,000 standarderror. By inter- 
polating between the twovalues. the approximate stand- 
ard e r ro r  for the incidence of acute digestive system 
conditions for persons aged 25-44 years would be 
819.000, which rounds to 800.000. 
For  one class of statistics, table B overstates the 
sampling e r ro r  by a significant amount. This class 
consists of estimates of number of persons with a speci-
fied characteristic in an age or sex category of the pop- 
ulation for which the number of such persons is a large 
part of the total population in the age o r  sex category. 
Such a statistic has the same relative standard error 
a s  does the estimated number expressed a s  a percent 
of the total population in the category. Table D may be 
utilized in computing standard e r ro r s  for this class of 
estimates. The jelative standard error for any statis- 
tic is the standard error divided by the statistic itself. 
The standard e r ro r s  shown in tables B and C a re  
not directly applicable to differences between two sam- 
ple estimates. The standard e r ro r  of a difference is 
approximately the square root of the sum of the squares 
of each standard e r ro r  considered separately. This for- 
mula will represent the actual standard e r ro r  quite ac-
curately for the difference between separate and un- 
correlated characteristics. although it is only a rough 
approximation in most other cases. 
The reliability of an estimated rate o r  percentage, 
computed by using sample data for both numerator and 
denominator, depends uponboth the size of the rate and 
the size of the total upon which the rate is based. Gen-
erally. estimated rates a r e  relatively more reliable 
than the corresponding absolute estimates of the nu- 
merator of the rate, particularly if the rate is high. 
TablesDand E, which show approximate standard errors 
of estimated rates o r  percentages of estimates of pop- 
ulation characteristics and estimates of person-days, 
respectively. apply when the characteristic used to form 
the numerator of the percentage or rate is a subclass 
of the base o r  denominator. 
For ratios o r  "rates" for which the numerator is 
not a subclass of the denominator, a rough approxi- 
mation may be obtained from the following rule. The 
relative standard e r ro r  of such a ratio is equal to the 
square root of the sum of the squares of the relative 
standard e r rors  of the numerator and of the denomina- 
tor. This rule results normally in an overstatement of 
the true standard error. 
I 
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Ulustrarion, -Infectious and parasitic diseasescon-
stitute 13.2 percent of the total acute conditions in-
curred by children 5 years and under. Such children 
a re  estimated to have approximately 78.200.000 acute 
conditions in a year. The estimate is a Class I1 sta-
tistic, and may be treated like a population character-
istic, since it is a rare event for a child to have in a 
two-week period onset of more than 1or 2 infectious 
and parasitic diseases. From table D, assuming a base 
of 75 million, a 10-percent characteristic would have 
a standard error of about 1.2 percent. A 25-percent
characteristic with the same base has a standard e r ro r  
of approximately 1.8 percent. Interpolatingbetween these 
values, the standard e r ro r  for infectious and parasitic 
diseases as a percent of the total acute conditions for 
children 5 years and under is estimated a t  about 1.3 
percent. 
Guide t o  use  of standard e r r o r  t a b l e s  B through E 
For estimates found i n  the  d a t a  t a b l e s  Use sampling e r r o r  t a b l e  and c l a s s  
of s t a t i s t i c  ind ica ted  below' 
Table 










See t e x t  
D-I 

'The l e t t e r  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  t a b l e  des igna t ion  and t h e  Roman numeral t h e  c l a s s  of t h e  s t a t i s t i c .  Fo r  example, an en-
t r y  C-lI  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  column f o r  Class I I  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  t a b l e  C can be used i n  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s tand-
a r d  e r r o r .  The e n t r y  "see t e x t "  means t h a t  t he  needed standard e r r o r  cannot be read d i r e c t l y  from any tab lep resen ted ,  
b u t  perhaps can be rough ly  approximated if i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  t e x t  of t h e  appendix a r e  fo l lowed.  
Table B. Standard e r r o r s  of es t imates  of popu- Table C. Standard e r r o r  of estimates of per-
lation cha rac t e r is t ics  son-day c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
(Al l  numbers shown i n  thousands) (Al l  numbers shown i n  thousands) 
S ize  of esti-
m a t e  
Standard e r ror ' '  
Class I i t e m s  Class I1 i t e m sI 
Size  of esti-
mate 
Standard e r ro r '  



















































































'Tables B and C r e f e r  t o  es t ima ted  annual t o t a l s  based on 52 weeks of i n t e r v i e w i n g .  The r e l a t i v e  s tandard e r r o r  
of a q u a r t e r l y  aggregate shown i n  t h i s  repo r t  i s  approx imate ly  1.9 t imes  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s tandard e r r o r  r e f l e c t e d  i n  
t a b l e s  B and C f o r  a number which i s  f o u r  t imes t h e  est imated q u a r t e r l y  t o t a l .  
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Class I items 100 500 1,000 2,000 3,000 5,000 10,000 20,000 30,000 50,000 100,000 

Class I1 items 2,5ao 12,500 25,000 50,000 75,000 125,000 250,000 500,000 750,000 1,250,000 ... 

3.6 1.6 1.1 0.8 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.2 
I 0.1I 0.2
5.6 2.5 1.8 1.3 1.0 0.8 0.6 0.4 0.3 I 0.3 0.2 

I 0.36.8. 3.0 2.1 1.5 1.2 1.0 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.2 

9.8 4.4 3.1 2.2 1.8 1.4 1.0 0.7 0.6 0.4 0.3 

12.9 5.8 4.1 2.9 2.4 1.8 1.3 0.9 0.7 0.6 0.4 

l T a b l e  D r e f e r s  t o  p e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  and t o  r a t e s  o r  r a t i o s  w h i c h  a r e  ana logous t o  percentages ,  a l l  based on 52 weeks o f  i n t e r v i e w -
i n g .  For percentages ,  r a t e s ,  and r a t i o s  o f  t h e  same t y p e  b u t  based on 13 weeks o f  i n t e r v i e w i n g ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s t a n d a r d  e r r o r s  a r e  t y p i c a l l y  a b o u t  
1.9 t i m e s  t h o s e  shown i n  t h e  t a b l e .  The t a b l e  i s  n o t  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  r a t e s  w h i c h  a r e  n u m e r i c a l l y  g r e a t e r  t h a n  u n i t y  n o r  t o  annua l  o r  q u a r t e r l y  i n -
c i d e n c e  r a t e s .  S tandard  e r r o r s  o f  a n n u a l  o r  q u a r t e r l y  i n c i d e n c e  r a t e s  may be approx imated by t h e  r u l e  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  paragraph on page 43. 









I I I I I I 
Class I items 100 500 1,000 2,000 3,000 5,000 10,000 20,0001 30,000 50,000
1 1 I I 
Class I1 items 2,500 12,500 25,000 50,000 75,000 125,000 250,000 500,000 750,000 1,250,000 

I I I I I 1 
I I I I 1 I 
2 or 98----------- 4.2 1.9 1.3 0.9 0.8 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 
5 or 95----------- 6.5 2.9 2.1 1.5 1.2 0.9 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.2 
10 or go---------- 9.0 4.0 2.8 2.0 1.6 1.3 0.9 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.3 
25 or 75---------- 13.0 5.8 4.1 2.9 2.4 1.8 1.3 0.9 0.8 0.6 0.4 
50---------------- 15.0 6.7 4.7 3.4 2.7 2.1 2.5 1.1 0.8 0.7 0.5 

APPENDIX I I  

DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED I N  THIS REPORT 

Terms Relating to Acute Conditions 
Condition.-A morbidity condition, o r  simply a 
condition, is any entry on the questionnaire which de- 
scribes a departure from a state of physical o r  mental 
well-being. It results from a positive response to one 
of a series of "illness-recall" questions. In the coding 
and tabulating process conditions a r e  selected or  clas- 
sified according to a number of different criteria, such 
. as,  whether they were medically attended; whether they 
resulted in disability; whether they were acute o r  
chronic; o r  according to the type of disease, injury, 
impairment, o r  symptom reported. For the purposes 
of each published report o r  set of tables, only those 
conditions recorded on the questionnaire which satisfy 
certain stated criteria are included. 
Acute conditions are classified by type according 
to the International Statistical Classification of Dis-
eases, Injuries, and Causes of Death (1948 Revision)
with certain modifications adopted to make the code 
more suitable for a household-interview type survey. 
Acute condition. -An acute condition is generally 
defined a s  a condition which has lasted less than 3 
months. However, it excludes certain conditions which 
a r e  usually classified a s  chronic (listed below) even 
though the onset occurred within 3 months. Minor acute 
conditions, involving neither restricted activity nor 
medical attendance, a r e  excluded from the statistics. 
Conditions which a re  always classified a s  chronic: 
Chronic Conditions 
1. Asthma 	 16. Kidney stones or  
2. Any allergy 	 other kidney trou- 
3. Tuberculosis 	 ble 
4. Chronic bronchitis 17. Arthritis or rheu-
5. Repeated attacks of matism 
sinus trouble 18. Prostate trouble 
6. Rheumatic fever 19. Diabetes 
7. Hardening of the 20. Thyroid trouble or 
arteries goiter 
8. High blood pressure 21.. Epilepsy o r  convul- 
9. Heart trouble 	 sions of any kind 
10. Stroke 	 22. Mental or nervous 
11. Trouble with vari- trouble 
cose veins 23. Repeated trouble 
12. Hemorrhoids o r  with back or  spine 
piles 24. Tumor o r  cancer 
13. Gallbladder or liver 25. Chronic skin trou- 
trouble ble 
14. Stomach ulcer 26. Hernia or rupture 





1. Deafness o r  serious trouble with hearing 
2. Serious trouble with seeing, even with glasses 
3. 	 Condition present since birth, such a s  cleft palate
or club foot 
4. Stammering or other trouble with speech 
5. Missing fingers, hand, or  arm 
6. Missing toes, foot, or leg
7. Cerebral palsy 
8. Paralysis of any kind 
9. Any permanent stiffness or deformity of the foot or 
leg, fingers, arm, or back 
Condition groups.-In this publication, all tables 
containing data on the incidence of acute conditions, 
according to the nature of the condition, employ de- 
tailed condition Group 11. Tables presenting data on 
days of disability associated with these acute condi-
tions employ the less-detailed Condition Group 1. By 
combining the bracketed groups below the 9-category 
group (Group 11) may be converted to the 5 broad cate- 
gories (Group I). The International Statistical Classi- 
fication code numbers included in each category a r e  
listed below. 
-- Only those conditions meeting the acute con- NOTE: 

dition definition (see "Acute condition" above) a r e  in- 

cluded in tables in this publication. 

Condition Group Condition Group I.S.C. Codes 
I 	 I1 
Infectious and parasit ic  Infectious and parasitic 020-138 
Upper respiratory 470-475,517
Respiratory Other respiratory, 480-501,518-527,7a3 
Digestive Digestive system 530-587.784.785 
Fractures, dislocations.[ sprains, and strains 800-848 
Open wunds and 
lacerations 870-885.890-895, 
Injuries 900-908 
Contusions and super- 
f i c i a l  injuries 910-929 
Other current injuries 850469,930-994,
996-999 
A l l  other acute A l l  other acute A l l  other acute 
conditions 
i 
conditions code numbers 
Onset of condition.-A morbidity condition is con-
sidered to have had i ts  onset when it was first noticed. 
This could be the time the person first felt "sick," or  
became injured, o r  it could be the time the person or  
his family was first told by a physician that he had a 
disease of which he was previously unaware. 
lncidence of conditions.-The incidence of condi-
tions is the estimated number of conditions having their 
onset in a specified time period. As has been stated 
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above, minor acute conditions involving neither re-
stricted activity nor medical attendance are excl'uded 
from the statistics. The incidence data shown in many 
of the tables is further limited to various subclasses 
of conditions, such as, "incidence of conditions involv- 
ing bed disability." 
For convenience in making comparisons, incidence 
rates per person o r  per 100 persons in the population 
a re  expressed on an annual Easis, regardless of the 
time period to which the statistics relate. Thus, there 
a re  quarterly rates on an annual basis, obtained by 
multiplying the quarterly rates by 4 and semiannual 
rates on an annual basis obtained by multiplying the 
semiannual rates by 2. 
Activity-restricting condition.-An activity-re-
stricting condition is a condition which has caused at 
least 1 day of restricted activity during the 2 calendar 
weeks before the interview week. (See definition of "Re- 
stricted-activity day.") The incidence of acute activity- 
restricting conditions is estimated from the number of 
such conditions reported a s  having started in the 2-week 
period, but a condition which did not result in restricted 
activity until after the end of the 2-week period in which 
it had its onset is not included. 
Bed-disabling condition. -A condition involving a t  
least 1day of bed disability is called a bed-disabling 
condition. (See definition of "Bed-disability day.") The 
incidence of acute bed-disabling conditions is defined in 
a manner analogous to the incidence of acute activity- 
restricting conditions. 
Medically attended condition.-A condition for which 
a physician was consulted is called a medically attended 
condition. Consulting a physician includes consultation 
in person or by telephone for treatment o r  advice. Ad- 
vice from the physician transmitted to the patient through 
the nurse is counted a s  medical consultation, a s  well 
a s  visits to physicians in clinics or hospitals. If a t  one 
visit the physician is consulted about more than one 
condition for each of several patients, each condition is 
counted a s  medically attended. 
For the purpose of this definition "physician" in- 
cludes doctors of medicine and osteopathic physicians. 
A condition is counted a s  medically attended if a 
physician was consulted about it at its onset or a t  any 
time thereafter. However, the first medical attention 
for a condition that was present in the 2 calendar weeks 
before the interview may not occur until after the end 
of the 2-week period, and, in fact, may not occur until 
after the interview. Such cases a re  necessarily treated 
a s  though there had been no medical attention. 
Disability--Disability is a general term used to 
describe any temporary o r  long-term reduction of a 
person's activity a s  a result of an acute o r  chronic 
condition. 
Disability days a re  classified in this publication, 
according to whether they a r e  days of restricted activ- 
ity, bed-days, work-loss days. o r  school-loss days. Al l  
days of bed disability are, by definition, days of restricted 
activity. The converse form of this statement i s ,  of 
course, not true. Days lost from work and days lost 
from school a re  special terms which apply to the work- 
ing and school-age populations only, but these, too, a r e  
days of restricted activity. Hence, "days of restricted 
activity" is the most inclusive term used to describe 
disability days. 
Condition-days of restricted activity, bed disability, 
etc.-Condition-days of restricted activity, bed disa- 
bility, and so forth a r e  days of the various forms of 
disability associated with any one condition. Since any 
particular day of disability may be associated with more 
than one condition, the sum of days for all conditions 
adds to more than the total number of person-days of 
disability. 
Restricted-activity day.-A day of restricted activ- 
ity is a day when a person cuts down on his usual activ- 
ities for the whole of that day on account of an illness 
o r  an injury. The term "usual activities" for any day 
means the things that the person would ordinarilydo 
on that day. Fo r  children under school age, "usual ac-
tivities" depend upon whatever the usual pattern is for 
the child's day which will, in turn, be affected by the 
age of the child, weather conditions, and so forth. For 
retired or elderly persons, "usual activities" might 
consist of almost no activity, but cutting down on even 
a small amount for a s  much a s  a day would constitute 
restricted activity. On Sundays o r  holidays "usual ac- 
tivities" a r e  taken to be the things the person usually 
does on such days-going tochurch. playing golf, visit- 
ing friends or relatives, o r  staying a t  home and listen- 
ing to the radio, reading, looking a t  television, and so 
forth. 
Restricted activity does not imply complete inac- 
tivity but it does imply only the minimum of "usual ac-
tivities." A special nap for an hour after lunch does 
not constitute cutting down on usualactivities, nor does 
the elimination of a heavy chore, such a s  cleaning ashes 
out of the furnace o r  hanging out the wash. If a farmer o r  
housewife carries on only the minimum of the day's 
chores, however, this is a day of restricted activity. 
A day spent in bed o r  aday  home from workor 
school because of illnessor injury is,  of course. a re-
stricted-activity day. 
Bed-disability day.-A bed-disability day, some-
times for brevity referred to a s  a "bed-day," is a day 
on which a person was kept in bed either all ormost 
of the day because of an illness o r  an injury. "All o r  
most of the day" is defined as: more than half of the 
daylight hours. All hospital days are included a s  bed-
disability days even if the patient was not actually in 
bed a t  the hospital. 
Persons "usually working."-Persons who re-
ported"working" a s  their major activity during the 12- 
monthperiod preceding the week of interview are clas-
sified a s  "usually working." "Usually working" includes 
paid work as an employee o r  self-employment in one's 
own business, professional practice, o r  farm. "Usually 
working" also includes unpaid work in a family business 
o r  farm. Excluded, however, is work around one's 
house o r  unpaid work such a s  volunteer work for a 
church, charitable, health, o r  civic organization. In 
this report, only persons 17 years of age o r  over are 
included in the %sually working" population. 
Work-loss day.-A dayis counted a s  lost from work 
if the person would have been going to work a t  a job o r  
business that day but instead lost the entire work day 
because of an illness o r  an injury. If the person's reg- 
ular work day is less than a whole day andthe entire 
work day was lost, it would be counted a s  a whole work 
day lost. Work-loss days a re  determined only for per-
sons 17 years of age and over. 
School-loss day.-A day is counted a s  lost from 
school if (a) the child would have been going to school 
that day had it not been for his condition; and (b) a 
whole day was lost from school owing to an illness o r  
an injury. If the child's regular school day lasts only a 
part of a day and that part was lost from school, this 
would count as a whole day lost. School-loss days a re  
determined only for children, 6-16 years of age. 
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